
AGCVA Members Out Talking with Legislators – Preparing for Round III on Statue of Limitations 
 
The Central District held their popular Legislative Luncheon and were hosted by Southern Air.  State 
Senator Mark Peake had a candid discussion with the attendees and while this Session was known for its 
news drama, Senator Peake reminded members the legislators got lots of issues addressed. 
 
One of the most important and concerning bills to AGCVA and our industry is The Statute of Limitations 
(HB 1667/SB1367) this would have created a statute of limitations on public construction projects, made 
substantial progress in the General Assembly this year, but ultimately would fail in a House of Delegates 
Appropriations Subcommittee controlled by Delegate Chris Jones. Senator Peake spoke of the diligent 
work that Gordon Dixon, Herschel Keller (Gentry Locke) and Scott Kowalski (Petty, Livingston, Dawson & 
Richards) and others have dedicated to the fight for this.   
 
With all of this being said Herschel was adamant that NOW is the time, if never before, to get behind 
THIS.Get the word out, talk about this to our members and in the industry and get support for our 
legislators that support us and this bill!  When AGCVA asks you to support the AGCVA PAC this year, it is 
to help address this very issue. 
 
Transportation and Workforce were important items talked about too.  The Transportation budget is 
shrinking.  Senator Peake did speak highly of the good efforts that Ed Craighill (Boxley) and Robert 
O'Brian, Jr. (Lynchburg Ready-Mix) have made in getting more money in the Lynchburg area.  Virginia 
hasn't had a gas tax increase in about 25 years, it was time.  With the gas tax approval the extra money 
that will be generated is for the whole state but a chunk of it will help with the I-81 expansion. 
 
Workforce Development/Solutions is an ongoing issue that the entire industry and like industries are 
dealing with.  We all need qualified employees.  Period.  Gordon said surprisingly a bill was killed that 
Governor Northam put in to make a Cabinet level position, Secretary of Workforce Development.  He 
pointed out that Congress gives CTE 1.2 billion dollars of the 22 billion dollars allocated to higher 
education.   
 
In closing all of our House and Senate Representatives are up for re-election this year.  As Herschel made 
very clear that this is "the most important election in probably 20 years."  If the House goes to the 
Democrats it will not be business friendly.  PLEASE get out and talk about the issues, vote and make a 
PAC contribution, it is gravely important to our industry. 
 
On May 13th the Roanoke District will hold a Legislative Post Session.  This will be our traditional Panel 
discussion of our District Legislators generally done in the Fall.  Go to agcva.org under the Roanoke 
District to register. 
 


