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From the Top of the Compost Pile

Frank Francios|, Executive Director

Lets get talking
about compost use.

Every spring that’s my
first thought, whether
its a Saturday at home
or when ['m talking to
people about expanding
our industry.

landscape architects) websites: adding com-
post specifications to state and local highway
regulations; or the work the MDC has done
the past few years with Joe Lampl] of Grow-
ing a Greener World, If vou haven't checked
these out, take a look and be sure to share
compaost use videos from the US Composting
Council YouTube channel. The newest one

shows Jor talking
with Scott Jenkins
of Mercedez-Benz Stadium — home of the
Atlanta Falcons — about use of compost in

the construction of the new stadium.
We urge you, our members, io help us
tell the story of compost use this spring. It's
Contlees below

The USCCs Market
Development Committes (MDC) does a
great job of getting the word out through the
tools it has put together, like the certified-
compost.oom and compostiorlas.com (for

COMPOST2018
CCREF Research
Fund Drive Tops Goal

The Composting Council Research & Education Foun-
dation (CCREF) received tremendous support at COM-
POST2018 to help the Foundation increase its research
projects. What started as a challenge to match 520,000 that
had already been pledged by four organizations (Compost
Manufacturing Alliance, Filtrexx, Harvest Quest/Life Soils
and Scotts Miracle-Gro) grew rapidly to a total of $50,000,
with an additional match donation added by Kellogg Garden
Products!

The tremendous response means the Foundation received
more than $60,000 (o go directly towards new compost-
related research. The Board of Trustees met to review possible
projects and, during its April meeting, chose projects to begin
in 2018. “This is an incredible opporiunity for CCREE noted
trustee chair, Ginny Black. “We are so thankful for the gener-
osity of so many that raised their hands 10 make a donation
al the conference. Pairick Geraty, a former CCREF Trusiee
and now board president of the USCC, came to us with this
idea and, as you can imagine, we were thrilled. Supporting
scientific research is part of our mission and it’s very exciting
that we can make a greater impact this year because of all the
support we received,”

CCREF is always open to suggestions for new research proj-
ects; send them to info@compostioundation.org,

USCC's 2018
Board of Directors
at COMPOST2018

New STA, Compost Use
Coordinator Hired by USCC

Hilary Michols comes to the USCC with a collaborative, com-
munity building background, working for gardens like SEEDS in
Morth Carolina (NC), the Atlanta Botanical Garden in Georgia,
Roval Botanic Garden at Kew in England, and Longwood Gardens
in Pennsylvania, as well as for nurseries and Bland Landscaping in
MC. Finding skilled or passionate volunteers and delegating to them
is one of her specialties that USCC will be glad to have,

I the last garden she managed, Hilary utilized 60 cubic yards of
compost a year (o grow healthy planis, so she knows the value of
ﬁmpﬁt. She E'.'I.i 16 years of experience learning the value and
then teaching about end uses of compost. “1 am excited 1o use my
degree in Horticulture from Morth Carolina State University to work
on innovative ways for the world to more easily divert bulky organ-
ics away from wasteful landfills and into useful black gold compost
needed for thriving plants,” Hilary says.

She will seek input from USCC members and STA participants to
help improve the USCCS compost marketing services. Bringing the
composting community together to support each other through our
challenges is a large part of the task ahead, she adds.
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Filtrexx / EcoPractices
Collaboration
Filtrexx's announcement of its envi-
ronmental footprint in March is a great
example of two USCC members working
together to tell the story of compost wse,

USCE Member EcoPractices has been
working with Filtrexx since June 2017 on
third-party verification so that Filtrexx
can provide verified metrics to s cus-
tomers about the environmental benefits
created by utilizing a superior sustainable
management practice. Filtrexx clients can
share the information on thelr websites,
social media, and Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility Reports to show their com-
mitment to envirenmental stewardship.

The EcoPractices report detailed Fil-
trexss foslpring:

» 348,000 cubic yards of compost used

» 775,731 tons of organic waste
recycled/diverted from landfills

= 150,106 tons of sediment prevented
froam going into waterways

s 1616547 tons of CO, prevented

from entering the atmosphere
o M3 M6 cars removed from

highways/roadways

(equivalence to OO, prevented)

It is clear that Filtrexx ks prowd of the
environmental advancements it makes
every day and EcoPractices is proud 1o be
a partner; said Jennifer Jensen, EcolPrac-
tices' Manager of Sustainable Practices
and Environmental Analytics, Find Fil-
trexx ab www.filtrexxcom; and Ecolfrac-
thoes at wwwecopractices.com.

Recycling Education Method
from Rublcon

Rubécon created the RUBICONMethod,
a universal tool for running a successful
recycling and waste reduction program,
after realizing that sites of all sizes were
missing basic recycling and composting
best praciices. The RUBICONMethod
utilizes an easy-to-remember acronym,
DIVERT {Dretermime-Initiate- Vocalize-
Eliminate-Roll-out-Track) and focuses
on simple steps 1o affect behavior at the
bim. The ultimate goal of the RUBICON-
Method i to help businesses, organiza-
tions, and governments arcund the world
reduce their waste generation, decrease
recycling contamination, and walu-
able materials out of landills. For those
who want o dive r. Rubicon created
a free, downloadable RUBICONMethod
guide with checklists, tips, and training
makerial {link in online edition of Com-
post Comminicator),

US Composting Council Newsletter « Spring 2018

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

SCS Engineers, Long Beach, CA

Platinum Member

SCS Enginears

provided
located at Sam White and Sons Inc. in Meddiehoro, MA, which accepts food and yand waste and
wsks the open-windrow method of composting.

Compost Communicator spoke with Th
ane Samuels, Communications Director,
about what is new with C5 Enginecrs,

CC: Tell us about the mission of your
organization.

SCS: 5C5 Engincers, an employee-owned
company, has a proactive mission: to adopt
our clients” environmental challenges as our
owT; b foster a culture of success for employ-
ees by sharing equity ownership and reward-
irlgrnmlnym:lwn our clients and company
succeed; and to promote a sustainable envi-
ronment through innovation and the creative
application of technology and management
strategies and to grow our business profitably.

CC: What are challenges to being suc-
cessful in the compost industry? Are there
ways that being involved in USCC is help-
ing you meel those challenges?

SC8: There is high interest in organic ma-
terials management, driven by state reg-
wlations, SCS evaluates and analyzes the
approaches and technologies, along with
the financial and market models, to help
determine the most sustainable technologies
to use, Our repulation is su ted by our
association with USCC, The USCC provides
valuable information, networking. and re-
sources on every aspect of composting for

and smaller projects,
lil'&:} Tell us:bnpl‘l-:'huw you have seen the
industry — and your company — change
in the 48 years you have been in business,

SCS: In recent years, many commaunities
are evaluating options for handling organics
beyond the traditional approach of supplying
information about the benefits of vard waste
and leafl composting, State and local govern-
ments promulgate policies and regulations
that target the recycling of organics. Both
are drivers prompting the development of
curbside collection programs and compaost-
ing facilities.

S5 sees a move toward decentralized

composting systems, consisting of small and
large systems thal use different technologies.
Composting can be sucoessful at many scales.

CC I you could sit down with anather
member to discuss any issue, what would
it be and why?

SC5: Odor is always a big issue. Odor con-
trod is paramount to a successful operation.
Unfortunately, some composting projects are
nod consistent when it comes to odor control.
Some operations are shut down because of
owdenrs, which impacts the industry negatively.

CC: What do you think is a key challenge
to the successiul future of the compost in-
dustry in the U.5.7

SC5: Compaost specifications and contami-
mants are becoming a key challenge. USCC
and firms like SC5 are educating suppliers,
businesses, the public, and the producers 1o
keep physical and chemical contaminants
{e.g. herbicides) out of feedstocks while
screening and depackaging technologies are
improving., Compost operators need to plan
for handling contaminated feedstocks as
more stales impose regulations on organics
diversion.

CC Introduce your fellow members o
vour team! What do you do to build com-
pany spirit?

HC8: 5C5 has more than 70 professionals
dedicated to our composting and organics
clients across the nation. Greg McoCarron,
PE, a Vice President of 5C5 Engineers and
our MNational Expert on Organics, leads our
composting practice. Will Conrad and Leslie
Lukacs are USCC Certified Compost Opera-
tions Managers,

Delivering the best value possible to our
clients and sharing best practices with the
industry helps budld our spirit. The SCS team
mects regularly to discuss new and proven
techmologies, and economically sustainable

rams. We writearticles and whitepapers,
and attend USCC events.
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One-Stop Renewal Coming on July 1, 2018

USCC is building our membership program to be stronger and simpler for yvou — by
bringing all members and STA participants to an easy-to-remember due date: July 1!

This policy, a best practice of associations, will make your electronic renewal process
much more predictable, easier to budget, and — in the case of Seal of Testing Assurance
program participants — even easier because you can pay both your STA fee and your USCC
dues at one time, Just hit the button, pay, and go on with your core business!

You should have received a letter and follow-up communications about how this will
work for each of you, including your specific pro-rated payments and how to make them
before July 1, 2018, For information, contact Linda Norris-Waldt at membership@com-

postingeouncil.org,

Rathmann Challenge Runner Ups

A state-of-the-art biosolids composting
facility, a student-run composting opera-
tion serving & mid-size city, and a massive
project using compost Lo grow potatoes,
beans and peas in the sandy soils of the
Midwest — all USCC member projects —
received Honorable Mention in the 2017

Students take part in 3 WLLS.T. training

Rathmann Challenge; Mitigating Climate
Change by Expanding the Use of Compost.

We spoke with these USCC members
about the grants process (which was quite
unusual) and how the $10,000 in funding
will help each of them on the road to the
even bigger project they had hoped would
be funded. We also spoke with a member
of the Rathmann family about the Founda-
tion's excitement for these finalists.

In mid-2016, the Rathmann Fam-
ily Foundation’s Innovation Center, which
seeks to provide competitive grants to
best in class, high-performing individu-
als, teams or nonprofits with interesting,
clever and forward-thinking ideas via an
online process with both competitive and
collaborative components, announced it
was targeting the issue of addressing cli-

mate change through compost with a po-
tential $300,000 grant to the Top Honor
and Even Bigger Idea recipient. Through-
out the winter and 2017, the Founda-
tions’ Challenge Committee evaluated
approximately 80 applications, narrowing
them down to five, which they visited over
the summer of 2017. The
Challenge Commitiee is up
front about understanding
the risk and time put into
applications, as well as its
miission to engage commit-
ted applicants (link to blog
post by Executive Director
Rick Rathmann in the on-
line edition of the Compost
Communicator),
“Compost is becom-
ing more prominent in the
conversation about climate
change.” said Emma Rath-
mann, Grants Management
Assistant, of the decision about where 1o
focus the Rathmann Challenge and Even
Bigger ldea Opportunity for 2017, A Foun-
dation board member had advocated for
the topic. The Rathmann Family Founda-
ticn has spent vears funding research into
the capacity for compost to sequester car-
bon in the soil. “We are dedicated to help-

ing someone make a lot of difference 1o the
world” noted Rathmann.

Three USCC member companies were
runners-up. The twp Big kdea winner was
Center for EcoTechnology in Massachusetis,

Read more about the grani process from
our mentbers Thal received the Honorable
Mentians — Epf_rﬂ_jn!l.-'cmid Courly, Universily
of Arizona Compast Cats and University of
Wiscomsrn-Stevens Pomt WIST = in the mew
USCC blog on your Menmtber portal,

Composting at the Big Gamal

Two USCC members — SET/ The Mulch
Store and Eco-Products — were key play-
ers in the 91 percent waste diversion at US
Bank Stadium in Minneapolis, Minnesota
at the NFLs "Super Bowl™, its h‘ﬁ game
of the year, on February 4, 2018. The event’s
metrics are complete: 63 fons of the 69 tons
of game day waste were recovered t
recycling or donation for reuse (62%) and
composting {29%), sccording to a r
fmﬁhr ;E'I..iulhr Emu'rn:m'mm'lm.

Sarah Martinez is Director of Market-
ing for Eco-Products, the company that
makes the compostable packaging used
inside US Bank Stadium. “"We worked
very hard with Aramark (the stadium
concessionaire) o convert the packaging
assortment to all compostable,” Marti-
nez poted. “Because all of the packaging
was compostable, football fans did not
have to sort their plate from their uneaten
frées. The one-bin approach to capturing
foodservice packaging and food scraps
makes waste diverskon easy for game al-
tendess, and minimizes contamination for
the composter.”

SET Inc.The Mulch Store is very happy
with the low contamination rates seen in
the material from the "Super Bowl™ game
being composted at one of its organics
facilities in the Twin Cities. Chuck Joswiak
of SET said the company is also providing
many of the soil Blends being wsed during
construction of the new Minnesota Vikings
training facility bess than 15 miles from the
composting site. "It is great to see an event
be so successful in implementing a com-

composiable n and
F S etag  high et S B i
material can be caplured and reused even-
tually by the ori r of the initial waste,”
Joswiak says. “This is a huge win for every-
one, showing that we can get to sustainable
systerns of waste diversion and reuse!”

01 New USCC Members

Welcome, New Members! ARI'EL Eques-
trian Center; Compost Mashville, LLC;
Co st B : Dan Colling; Econopia/
GOy Givelove, Greencare Recycling/
Coastline Tree: Hamilton Kanches Hen-
derson County, NC; Jersey Mulch Products,
LLC; Landscape Management Systems Inc.
Dba: LMS Guam; Longwood Gardens;
Panorama Paydirt LLC; Santa Ynez Topsoil
Soil Health Technologies, LLC; Soflsmith;
Salana Center; Southern Oregon Compost;
Spurt Industries, LLC dba Compost Soil
Technologies; SYNAFTIC Packaging: TA
Equipment Finance, Inc.; Treecycle Land
Clearing Inc.; Tri-County Organics; Trner
By Eoolma Company; Worm Wr. i
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USCC/NYSAR Young
Professionals Meet

at Organics Summit

More than 25 “Young Profession-
als”™ gathered to swap information at
a networking session that was part
of the Mew York State Association
for Reduction, Rease and Recycling’s
(NYSAR) 4™ Anmual Organics Sum-
mit held in Poughkeepsie, NY on
March 27. A special thanks goes o
Milton Caterpillar for sponsoring the
event and to Melissa Young, Assistant
Director of the Syracuse University
Center for Sustainable Commumnity
Solutions, for puiting the Young Pro
fessionals (YP) event together with YP
sieering committes members,

The Compost Pl

{eomtinued from top )

compelling: the benefits to water con-
servation and water quality; climate
change mitigation through carbon
sequestration; and buffering soil pH
and feeding necessary nutrients to the
micrabes in the soil,

Many of our members tell this
story well. You can create your own
customized materials, such as Cedar
Grove Compost’s new educational
video (it% on our YouTube chan-
nel}; MoGill Composts articles and
presentations about compost use on
sports turfl projecycles frequent so-
cial media posts about compost use.
Or, if tme or resources are short,
share USCC materials instead. (If
you're a Seal of Testing Assurance
(STA) participant there are addition-
al resources available to customize to
your business.)

Also, get to know our new Mar-
ket Development Coordinator, Hilary
Nichols, who comies to the USCC with
lots of new ideas about spreading the
gospel of compost use. Email Hilary
at hnichols@compostingeouncilorg,

However you do it, invest some
time this spring in telling your audi-
ence about our product: black gold!

W)

Compost Training Courses Selling Out

The CCREF kicked off the 2018 training
cycle with a sold oul Compost Operations
Training Course (COTC) in Davis, Cali-
fornia! An unprecedented level of demand
micant creating a waiting list before the Early
Bird registration period even ended. The
training attracted not only a large number
of California composting industry profes.
sionals, but also some eager East Coast
trainees as well as a contingent from Guam,
In total, 41 students traveled to a cloudy
and rainy Davis to receive instruction and
hands-on experience. The group also visited
four composting facilities in the area.

This summer, for the frst time, CCREF,

along with Michigan State Universily,
Michigan Recycling Coalition (MRC) and
the Michigan Organics Council (MOC), are
hosting a COTC in East Lansing, Michigan.
The training will be held July 30-August
3. Register by June 30 to receive $100 off.
USCC and MEC/MOC members can also
receive an additional 3100 off the standard
registration rate, The CCREF and North
Carolina Composting Council will return to
Raleigh (NC) for the fall COTC, September
10-14. Early Bird registration for the fall
training ends August 10. For more details or
tor register visit, hitpe//www.compostfvun-
dation.org/ Education/COTC

Is Your ICAW 2018 Event
Ready for Prime Time?

Make your plans mow for Intermational Compost

Awareness Week (ICAW), May 6-12 2018!

This years theme is Compost! Building a Better Fu-
ture. The poster, designed by high school student Talia
Mitre, has been mailed to thousands of people across
the country. It is also available for sale: hitp:/fwwo,
compostfoundation.org TCAW-5tore,

Your event can be put on our ICAW website: htips/f
www.compostfoundation.org/icaw-get-involved-
events. You can also find the Celebrate [CAW Masual,
which gives step-by-step suggestions on how to pro-
maote ICAW, as well as a sample press release, a sample
Proclamation that can be used to encourage your city
or state officials to recognize ICAW, and other materials
related to this special annual celebration of all things

cl::mpuu.l.
USCC Chapters
Calitornia Michigan
Dan Moble. Executive Director K OBrien, Execulive Dineclor
darwyklemobie@gmail com kabeien@michiganrecycies org
Colorado Minnesota 1:-'-1-
Bob Yost Giny Black @ _US:;_—I :
bobyosti@a1onganics com gireny_black@yahoo com Sl
Winois Narth Carolina o baryn
John Lardner Gary Gitiere g L
jardnerpe@al com ERittere@mopilicompost com ww
Maryland-DC Virginia Fmdiuction in wnod of 1
Brenda Platt K Bannister b ey
bpiatt@ds: arg kbarmister@idaa com

Member submissions for Compost Comimunicaton can be emailed to
Linda Norris-Waldt af the USCC: inceriswaldb@compostingrouncilorg
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