
Tribute to Francye Hutchins 
 

TMRA appreciates the great program that Francye has led over the past 29 years.  
We can never thank Francye enough, but we love you and thank you  

for the contributions you have made to TMRA. 
 

First and foremost, TMRA can never thank and recognize Francye Hutchins enough for the 
exemplary education program she has built, managed, and expanded over the past 29 years. It 
is a program dedicated to educating science teachers about our industry that is recognized 
throughout the state as the best program of its kind for science teachers. Educators that have 
attended the TMRA teacher workshops will tell you that there is not another program like it in 
the state. 
 
The TMRA teacher workshops began with a grant from Phillips Petroleum to Texas A&M to 
build a curriculum to educate science teachers about fossil fuels, energy, and the commitment 
of our industry to mining and environmental stewardship in protecting the environment and 
restoring the land to a condition equal to or better than it was prior to mining. 
 
And the person that made this happen was Francye Hutchins. The TMRA workshops began in 
1991 with two workshops hosted at the Luminant Big Brown Conference Center. Teachers from 
across the state of Texas attend the five-day workshops which are open to elementary and 
secondary teachers (grades 1-12). The workshops focused on mining and the environment and 
provided information to teachers in an unbiased climate by representatives of the various 
stakeholders, including regulatory agencies, industry, environmental entities, etc.  
 
Purpose of the workshops were to: 

• Provide teachers with information, resources, and strategies that they can use 
with their students, who in turn will make informed decisions about 
environmental and energy-related issues. 

• Promote an understanding of the balance between the need to develop our 
natural resources and the commitment to the environment. 

• Promote and improve the quality and effectiveness of earth science education. 

• Encourage vocational and professional career choices in earth sciences and 
related fields. 

• Enhance the public image of the mining industry 
 

The workshops include classroom hands-on activities and tours of the mine and power plants. 
During the field tours, teachers go into the coal pits, board various mining equipment to include 
the draglines and talk with employees about their jobs and commitment to the environment. 
They experience first-hand what it takes to make reliable electricity and protect the 
environment.  
 



In most cases, teachers begin the workshop with minimal knowledge of coal mining in Texas. 
However, by the end of the five-day workshop, teachers not only have factual information and 
knowledge about fossil fuels, mining, and reclamation that they will carry back to the 
classroom, but they have developed a respect and appreciation for our industry. 
 
What began as two workshops in 1991 has expanded to six workshops to include four coal, one 
industrial Minerals, and one uranium. Each workshop has 18 to 25 teachers in attendance. 
Every teacher will bring our story to approximately 150 students each year. Therefore, every 
summer, we can reach approximately 120 teachers who will educate an estimated 18,000 
students about our industry. The great news is that while we educate an additional 120 new 
teachers each year, teachers from past workshops are still teaching our curriculum. The number 
of students that we reach with our TMRA education program continues to grow exponentially. 
Since 1991, the TMRA education program has potentially reached over 1.5 million students with 
our story on mining and environmental stewardship. 
 
And who has made this successful program possible? Francye Hutchins has developed, 
managed, and expanded this great program for TMRA that has reached countless teachers and 
students about our industry. I have personal worked with Francye since 1995 with the 
workshops. I have seen the dedication and hard work that she has put into the program. But 
the most amazing thing that I have witnessed is the transformation of teachers from all over 
Texas with various degrees of knowledge about our industry that Francye has accomplished. A 
transformation that takes teachers with little or no knowledge of earth science, mining, coal, 
reclamation, etc. and turns them into believers, supporters, and promoters of our industry. 
 
We can never thank Francye enough for the great job she has done with the education program 
for TMRA. There is not another program like it in Texas. She has developed a program that will 
continue to be successful for many years to come which is a tribute the program she has built.  
She has excelled in staff development to include identifying and training her replacement to 
continue her legacy. Cheryl Allison has assumed the position of TMRA Director of Education and 
will continue the education program that Francye has been so dedicated to for 29 years. 
 
However, the workshops could never happen without the generous financial support by our 
owner-operators and support members. We can never thank you enough for your generosity! 
 
TMRA has a flagship education program that no other organization in Texas can match.  
 
TMRA appreciates the great program that Francye has led over the past 29 years. We can never 
thank Francye enough, but we love you and thank you for the contributions you have made to 
TMRA. 
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