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Dr. Niamh Quinn, PhD, University of 
California,  Agriculture and Natural 
Resources 
Area Vertebrate Pest Advisor
Niamh Quinn is the new University of California Cooperative 
Extension Human-Wildlife Interactions Advisor, based at the 
South Coast Research and Extension Center in Irvine. She 

facilitates interactions and information exchange among campus based academics, CE advisors 
and community stakeholders. Her focus is directed on the coordination of Cooperative 
Extension programming regarding human-wildlife conflicts, particularly within the residential 
and industrial areas within Southern California where significant human-wildlife conflicts are 
occurring with concentration in Los Angeles, Orange, and San Diego Counties. Human-wildlife 
conflicts include increasingly critical issues such as negative impacts of wild or feral mammals 
and birds in agricultural production, food safety, public health and safety, forestry and natural 
resource conservation. Niamh’s previous research efforts have focused on human-wildlife 
conflicts in California nut crops and lowland rice ecosystems in Southeast Asia. She earned 
a BS in zoology and PhD in small mammal ecology, both from National University of Ireland, 
Galway.

Nicole Kirwan Keefe, Clark Pest Control 
Vice President of Strategic Growth 
Nicole Kirwan Keefe joined the pest management industry in 1999 as a 
chemical distribution sales representative in Northern California after 
completing her B.S. in Agribusiness Marketing at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. 
Nicole joined Clark Pest Control in 2001 and, in her near 18 years with 
Clark, she has served in many capacities including sales, quality assurance, 
and route supervision. In 2007, Nicole developed Clark’s marketing 

department and today she serves as the Vice President of Strategic Growth. Nicole has been 
involved with PCOC since 1999. Nicole began attending NPMA events regularly in 2007 and 
she has since served the association in several leadership roles. Nicole is a proud mother 
of two very active boys, Logan and Wyatt, and wife to a science-loving high school Biology 
teacher, and great guy, John. Her family has a menagerie of pets and they love all things active 
and outdoor, traveling and getting dirty. And baseball, lots of baseball. 

Paul Velten, Nimmea Advertising
Managing Director
Paul Velten is the Managing Director of Nimmea Advertising, a data-driven 
media and marketing agency in Los Angeles, CA. Paul has been an executive 
in the marketing and advertising space since 2009, specializing in customer 
acquisition and business growth through best-in-class digital and traditional 
media campaigns. With a background in technology and communications, 
Paul has lead strategic initiatives for major brands such Yamaha, Humana, 

Allergan, Discovery, and Clark Pest Control. Originally from Chicago, IL, Paul now lives in Los 
Angeles, CA with his wife, daughter, and two dogs that are constantly laying on the couch.

Natalie Sullivan has an extensive 
background in leadership and 
management, with more than 10 years’ 
experience. She has just recently made 
the transition to the Pest Industry. 

Natalie’s hero and mentor is her father, Gilbert Alvidrez. All the while 
Natalie was growing up, her father supported the family by working 
in the pest industry. She began to show interest in the industry by 
watching her father’s hard work, passion, commitment and dedication. 
When Natalie was ready to move over to the pest industry, Gilbert 
offered her an opportunity to work alongside him in their family 
business. Natalie’s goal is to carry on the family business and become 
a business operator, to grow in the industry and to one day take on 
a leadership role. When Natalie is not breaking those glass ceilings, 
she can be found out on the baseball or football field cheering her 
two boys, ages 11 and 6. 

Congratulations

 Natalie Sullivan 

for winning our first 
Professional Women 
in Pest Management 

Scholarship! 

Professional Women in Pest Management 
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