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Port Houston Announces Eric Casey as Chief Operating Officer  

and Parker Harrison as Incoming Chief Legal Officer 
 

HOUSTON – Port Houston, an advocate of the nation’s busiest waterway – Houston Ship Channel – 
today announced the appointment of two seasoned executives to its leadership team following a 
nationwide search: Eric Casey as Chief Operating Officer (COO) and Parker Harrison as Incoming Chief 
Legal Officer (CLO).  

"I am thrilled Eric and Parker have joined the Port Houston team. Their expertise and leadership reflect 
our commitment to investing in top-tier talent to support the continued growth and future of our port and 
maritime economic development," said CEO Charlie Jenkins. "Eric and Parker are exceptional 
individuals, and I am confident their contributions will drive meaningful progress for our organization 
and the region."  

 
Eric Casey Appointed Chief Operating Officer 

Casey brings extensive experience in port operations and logistics. He previously served as Executive 
Vice President, Global Ports at Cold Summit Development, and held leadership roles including CEO of 
the Port of Wilmington, DE, and Vice President at Virginia International Terminals. A U.S. Marine 
Corps veteran with 26 years of service, Casey also held director-level roles at Maersk Line, where he led 
initiatives in operations, emerging markets, and business development.   

“Port Houston plays a pivotal role in global trade and is essential to the economic strength of our region 
and the nation,” said Casey. “I’m honored to join the team and look forward to building on its strong 
operational foundation for continued growth and long-term success.”  



Casey holds an MBA from the Mason School of Business at the College of William and Mary, a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Agricultural Economics from The Ohio State University, Lean certification from 
the University of Michigan, and a Six Sigma Master Black Belt from Texas Tech University. 

Casey succeeds long-time COO Tom Heidt, who retired earlier this year.  

 
Parker Harrison Named Incoming Chief Legal Officer 

Parker Harrison is a recognized leader in maritime law, enterprise risk management, and insurance. She 
joins Port Houston from Crowley Maritime, where she served most recently as Chief Legal and Risk 
Officer and Corporate Secretary. Harrison has successfully led complex legal matters and regulatory 
initiatives, and earlier in her career, she managed global liability claims at Shipowners' Claims Bureau, 
Inc., managers of the American Steamship Owners Mutual P&I Club.  She also practiced admiralty and 
maritime law at Chaffe McCall, LLP. 

“Port Houston is a driving force in the maritime industry and a key contributor to the national economy,” 
said Harrison. “I’m thrilled to join the team and support its mission as we navigate complex legal and 
regulatory challenges and pursue strategic growth.”  

Harrison holds a Juris Doctor, magna cum laude, from Tulane Law School, where she earned a 
Certificate in Maritime Law and was awarded the Lemle Kelleher Award in Admiralty. She also 
completed the civil law curriculum. Harrison earned both a Master of Arts in Italian and a Bachelor of 
Arts in Italian and German from the University of Virginia. 

Harrison will assume the CLO role from Erik Eriksson, who plans to retire in the coming months.  

“We are grateful for the leadership and lasting contributions of both Tom Heidt and Erik Eriksson,” said 
Jenkins. “Their dedication helped shape Port Houston, and as we welcome new leaders, we remain 
focused on the future. We are building on a strong foundation to drive continued growth along the 
Houston Ship Channel.” 

Detailed bios for Casey and Harrison can be found here.  

About Port Houston 
For more than 100 years, Port Houston has owned and operated the public wharves and terminals along the Houston Ship 
Channel, including the area’s largest breakbulk facility and two of the most efficient container terminals in the country. Port 
Houston is the advocate and a strategic leader for the Channel. The Houston Ship Channel complex and its more than 200 
private and eight public terminals is the nation’s largest port for waterborne tonnage and an essential economic engine for the 

https://porthouston.com/about/our-port/executive-administration/


Houston region, the state of Texas and the U.S. The Port of Houston supports the creation of nearly 1.5 million jobs in Texas 
and 3.37 million jobs nationwide, and economic activity totaling $439 billion in Texas and $906 billion in economic impact 
across the nation. For more information, visit the website at PortHouston.com. 
 
CONTACT: Lisa Ashley-Daniels, Director, Public Relations, Office: 713-670-2644; Mobile: 832-247-8179; E-mail: 
lashley@porthouston.com   
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