Support the Wildfire Disaster Funding Act

The Honorable John A. Boehner United States Senate
United States House of Representatives )
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
United States House of Representatives The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Washington, DC 20515

United States House of Representatives
The Honorable Harry Reid
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mitch McConnell

October 27, 2015

Dear Speaker Boehner, Majority Leader McCarthy, Minority Leader Pelosi, Majority Leader
McConnell, and Minority Leader Reid,

Wildfire seasons are getting longer across the nation and major wildfires are becoming more
costly to suppress. This creates a crippling burden on the Department of the Interior and the
USDA Forest Service’s land management functions as they shift resources to fund essential
suppression activities — effectively delaying and terminating projects that improve forest
resilience and help to reduce wildfire risk. For the first time, more than fifty percent of the Forest
Service’s budget is now consumed by fighting wildfires.

We applaud inclusion of $700 million in emergency funding as part of the Continuing Resolution
(HJ Res. 61) to repay the Forest Service programs that were forced to transfer funds to pay for
the FY 2015 fire season. This vital step, however, is a temporary correction to what has become
a chronic problem. The following organizations agree the current ad hoc process of funding
wildfire is inefficient and ineffective in delivering on nationwide agency land management

priorities set by Congress and we urge you to enact a solution.



A solution to fire funding should: 1) allow access to disaster funding; 2) eliminate the negative
impacts of transfers; and 3) address the increasing costs of suppression over time. The Wildfire
Disaster Funding Act (WDFA) (S. 235, H.R. 167) is a bipartisan proposal that achieves these
three goals. We urge Congress to incorporate WDFA language in the FY 2016 appropriations or
other legislative vehicle to ensure this critical budgetary issue is addressed this year.

The Partner Caucus came together in 2009, representing a diverse set of international, national
and local organizations committed to sustainable forest management on private, tribal,
municipal, state and federal lands. Our purpose is to seek and support a new wildfire suppression
funding framework. We recognize that Congress is considering other proposals, but it is
imperative that leaders move forward and enact meaningful wildfire funding reform this year.

We urge your support for Wildfire Disaster Funding Act language in the FY 2016
appropriations omnibus.

Sincerely,
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