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MEMORANDUM

To:

District Engineers




Date:
January 10, 2012
From:
John Barton, P.E.
Subject:
Texas Quality Asphalt Pavement Awards Program 
It is that time of year again when we solicit nominations for the Texas Quality Asphalt Pavement Awards Program.  After more than a decade of existence the award program has maintained its strength.  Over the past 14 years, 444 projects have been nominated with approximately 90 projects receiving awards.  In 2011, 42 projects were nominated by 16 TxDOT districts with 19 of the nominated projects progressing to the second level of judging.  These numbers help to indicate the exceptional quality and competiveness of projects around the state.  
The Texas Asphalt Pavement Association (TxAPA) has afforded the award winners the opportunity to have their projects nominated for national competition. This quality asphalt pavement awards program is sponsored by the National Asphalt Pavement Association (NAPA). 
Of course, the purpose of this memo is to solicit project nominations for the 2012 awards.  As we continue to emphasize, these awards are less technical in nature than what one might see in other awards programs.  We choose to judge the roads as they are judged by the traveling public – appearance and ride.  However, I would caution that our “eye” towards quality should bear influence of experience and good engineering judgment.  Whereas, the local roadway users may view a new overlay as a marked improvement over the preexisting roadway surface, we should carry it a step further and consider the quality ranking in comparison with past projects of excellence.  For that reason, we strongly encourage your use of the Rating Guide (included) as an integral part of your process for selecting projects worthy of nomination for this award.

This year’s awards are to recognize asphalt pavement projects that were completed in 2011.  Multiple nominations of quality projects from any one district are acceptable and encouraged. 
There are a total of eight categories.  These categories include:

Full Depth Large

Full Depth Large, Open Graded

Full Depth Small

Full Depth Small, Open Graded

Overlay Large

Overlay Large, Open Graded

Overlay Small

Overlay Small, Open Graded
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Projects that have a final roadway driving surface with an open graded mix such as PFC, Thin Bonded PFC, or Ultra Thin Bonded Wearing Course are eligible for the open graded surface categories.

Industry contractors may also nominate projects.  However, nomination packets will not be considered complete until the TxAPA Contractor and the District Engineer have verified the nomination is a good nomination and have signed the nomination packet.  Work with your contractors to ensure that all deserving projects are nominated and that the nomination packet is complete.  

For this year’s award program nominations (packet included) must be submitted to TxAPA no later than Monday, April 2. 2012.  I encourage all districts to review their 2011 projects and consider nominating those quality asphalt paving projects.  

Attachment
