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Although the general
public has barely even
heard of it, the socalled Internet of Things
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Will regulation of the “Internet of Things” fall to the states?
here’s a busy world all around us that goes
relatively unnoticed much of the time
but that could soon be a major focus of
government regulation. It’s called the Internet of
Things, or IoT, and although it has dominated the
attention of the tech industry for the last several
years, many in the general public still don’t know
what it is or have even heard of it.
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“Nobody knows what this is, but yet it’s incredibly
The week in session
important,” said U.S. Sen. Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii) at an
States in Regular Session: AK, AR, AZ, CA,
IoT policymaking event in Washington, D.C. in December CO, CT, DC, GA, HI, IA, ID, IL, IN, KS, KY, MA,
MD, ME, MI, MN, MO, MS, MT, NC, ND, NE,NH,
hosted by the Center for Data Innovation, as reported in
NJ, NM, NV, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, PR, RI, SC,
Government Technology. “The reality is that while few
SD, TN, TX, US, UT, VA, VT, WA, WI, WV, WY
people know what IoT is, they are already exposed to it
States in Recess: AL, DE
when they cross the street or wash their hands.”
States in Special Session: TN “a”
As a concept, the “Internet of Things” has been
States currently prefiling for 2015: FL, LA
around since the early 80s, when a group of students in
the Computer Science department at Carnegie Mellon
Adjourned Sessions: DE “a”, DC, IL, NY, NJ,
VA “a”
University wired up a Coke machine to the Internet to
Letters indicate special/extraordinary sessions
keep tabs on its inventory. But there still isn’t a widely
accepted definition of what the IoT actually is, according
— Compiled By FELICIA CARRILLO
to a report released last month by the Federal Trade
(session information current as of 2/5/2015)
Source: State Net database
Commission. A working definition may be that it is the
rapidly-growing network of physical devices — from
cable TV boxes and refrigerators to wearable medical devices and traffic lights —
that can connect to the Internet. It enables home thermostats to automatically adjust to
weather forecasts, doctors to remotely monitor patients’ heart rates and stoplights to
adapt to local traffic patterns.
The FTC report said experts estimate there will be 25 billion such devices in
operation this year and twice that number by 2020. A story by Katy Bachman last
January in Adweek, placed the latter figure even higher, between 50 billion and 75
billion, which she said would “create 13 quadrillion connections to the Internet and
generate 200 exabytes of data a year.” To put that into perspective she noted the
Library of Congress houses 5 exabytes of data.
That enormous volume of data has sounded alarm bells in Washington.
“We’re now in a world where data is being collected all the time,” FTC
Commissioner Edith Ramirez said at the 11th annual State of the Net conference last
month, according to The Verge. “We’re bringing these devices into our homes, into
what used to be private spheres, and the data that is being generated is increasingly
much more sensitive.”
The FTC’s report, titled The Internet of Things: Privacy and Security in a
Connected World, which was based on a workshop the agency conducted in Nov.
2013, stated that while participants generally agreed the IoT offered “potentially
revolutionary” benefits to consumers, they also noted it “presents a variety of
potential security risks that could be exploited to harm consumers by: (1) enabling
unauthorized access and misuse of personal information; (2) facilitating attacks on
other systems; and (3) creating risks to personal safety.”
“Participants also noted that privacy risks may flow from the collection of
personal information, habits, locations, and physical conditions over time,” the report
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said. “In particular, some panelists
noted that companies might use this
data to make credit, insurance, and
WA
NH
ME
VT
MT
employment decisions.”
ND
OR
MN
MA
The security and privacy threat
ID
SD
WI
NY
RI
MI
WY
CT
posed by IoT devices has already
PA
IA
NE
NV
NJ
OH
IN
IL
UT
been demonstrated. Last summer
CA
DE
WV
CO
VA
MO
KS
MD
KY
researchers at the University of
NC
TN
AZ
OK
NM
AR
SC
Michigan found that networked
GA
MS AL
traffic signals were susceptible to
LA
TX
AK
cyberattacks. And in 2012 hundreds
FL
of home security cameras and
HI
baby monitors were hacked and
their video streams posted on the
Motor vehicle “black box” privacy laws on rise
Internet. That cyberattack led to
As of last November, 15 states had enacted
the FTC’s first action against the
motor vehicle event data recorder (EDR), or
“black box,” privacy laws, according to the
purveyor of an IoT device, the
National Conference of State Legislatures.
marketer of the baby monitors,
All of the laws prohibit the downloading of
information from a motor vehicle event data recorder without
TRENDnet, which ultimately
the consent of the vehicle owner or policyholder, except
reached a settlement with the
under certain circumstances. Most also require motor vehicle
agency under which it agreed to
manufacturers or dealers to disclose the existence of event
data recorders to buyers. At least five states have introduced
beef up its security practices.
new EDR bills this year, according to LexisNexis State Net’s
Despite the evidence of
legislative database.
such threats, the FTC’s position,
according to its report, is that “legislation at this stage would be premature,” aside
from “strong, flexible, and technology-neutral federal legislation to strengthen
[Congress’] existing data security enforcement tools and to provide notification
to consumers when there is a security breach,” for which the agency has been
advocating since at least 2012.
The bulk of the FTC’s recommendations lean toward self-regulation. The report
states, for example, that IoT companies “should build security into their devices at the
outset, rather than as an afterthought” and “limit the data they collect and retain.” It
also advises that those companies give consumers choice in what data they share and
notify them when there is a security breach.
The FTC’s light-handed approach is guided by a desire to avoid stifling
innovation and economic growth.
“We should adopt a regulatory regime that allows technology, even disruptive
technology, to thrive,” FTC Commissioner Maureen Ohlhausen said at last year’s
International Consumer Electronics Show (CES), according to Adweek. “Success of
the Internet has been driven by the freedom to experiment even in the face of unease.
It’s vital that government approach the Internet of things with regulatory humility.”
Enacted motor vehicle EDR privacy laws

Introduced EDR privacy bills this year
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Source: National Conference of State Legislatures, LexisNexis State Net
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President Barack Obama has called for federal
Upcoming elections
legislation to protect against cyberattacks, including a
(2/06/2015 - 2/27/2015)
bill requiring companies to notify consumers within 30
02/10/2015
days of discovering a data breach that their personal
Arkansas Runoff
Senate District 16
information may have been compromised, like what
the FTC has been seeking for years. With the recent
Florida Special Primary
House District 64
high-profile cyberattack at Sony, some form of that
measure could finally happen.
Iowa Special Election
House District 23
But states haven’t been willing to just sit around
and wait for Congress to act on the issue. Every state
02/17/2015
Florida Special Election
but three — Alabama, New Mexico and South Dakota
House District 13
— has already enacted its own data breach notification
Texas Special Election
law, according to the National Conference of State
House Districts 13, 17 and 123
Legislatures. And even if Congress passes such a law,
Senate District 26
there are plenty of other facets of the issue for states to
02/21/2015
focus their attention on, such as consumer privacy. By
Louisiana Special Election
NCSL’s count, for instance, 15 states have enacted laws,
House Districts 8, 26, 49 and 66
which, among other things, prohibit the downloading of
02/24/2015
information from motor vehicle event data recorders, or
Connecticut Special Election
House Districts 107 and 129
“black boxes,” without the consent of the vehicle owners
Senate District 23
or policyholders (see Bird’s eye view).
At the Center for Data Innovation’s Dec. 4 event
entitled “How Can Policymakers Help Build the Internet of Things?” U.S. Sen. Deb
Fischer (R-Nebraska) advised, “policymakers can’t bury their heads in the sand and
pretend this technological revolution isn’t happening, only to wake up years down
the road and try to micromanage a fast-changing, dynamic industry.” Many state
lawmakers likely share that view.
— By KOREY CLARK

M

N TOP-TIER TAX HIKE DOESN’T SPUR EXODUS: In 2013,
Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton and the DFL-controlled Legislature added
a new income tax bracket for the state’s highest earners, individuals who
make $150,000 or more per year and couples who make $250,000 or more. During
debate over the tax hike, some Republican lawmakers argued it would cause wealthy
residents to flee the state.
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Budget & taxes

“It’s been said that money talks, but money walks also,” Rep. Mark Uglem (R)
said at the time. “The job creators, the big corporations, the small corporations, they
will leave. It’s all dollars and sense to them.”
But the state’s Department of Revenue received 6,230 more returns from filers in
the top tax bracket than expected in 2013.
“The economy is growing faster and more families are doing better in Minnesota
than we initially estimated,” said Revenue Commissioner Cynthia Bauerly.
Despite the news favoring his action, Dayton said, “It will never settle the issue.”
He may be right about that. Rep. Greg Davids (R), who chairs the House Tax
Committee, said he still believes adding a fourth tax bracket will be bad for the state
over the long-term.
“I look at it from a little different angle,” he said. “Had we not gone to the
fourth tier, how many more earners would be earning more in Minnesota, staying in
Minnesota. How much bigger could the numbers be?”
But Davids said he’s not planning to spend a lot of time trying to roll back the
tax increase, because both Dayton and Sen. Rod Skoe (DFL), chair of the Senate Tax
Committee, would oppose it.
“Our state’s budget is in pretty solid shape right now, for the first time in a fairly
long time,” said Skoe. “I’m not interested in making an adjustment that’s going to put
the strong financial shape of the budget at risk.” (MPR NEWS)

BUDGETS IN BRIEF: CALIFORNIA Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins (D)
announced a proposal to increase transportation funding by $2 billion per year over
the next 5 years. She plans to generate that money by redirecting truck weight fees,
which currently go to servicing general obligation debt, back to transportation;
accelerating the repayment of transportation loans; and establishing a new road-user
fee (SIERRA SUN TIMES). • OHIO Gov. John Kasich (R) has proposed eliminating
the income tax on small businesses with gross receipts of $2 million or less per
year. His plan would offset the nearly $5.7 billion over two years that would be lost
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STATE BUDGETS STILL RECOVERING: Most state budgets are continuing
their “modest, slow” recovery from the Great Recession, with most states expecting
to meet revenue projections and have balanced budgets, according to a new report
from the National Conference of State Legislatures. But 12 states are projecting
budget shortfalls, and six — Alaska, Arizona, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Michigan
and Vermont — don’t expect to make revenue forecasts. However, five others —
Georgia, Maryland, Oklahoma, Texas and Utah — are expecting to exceed revenue
forecasts.
“It’s a good news report,” said NCSL fiscal analyst Arturo Perez. “It’s a position
states want to be in, especially compared to where they were a few years ago. The
recovery continues to be there for states, post-Great Recession.” (STATELINE.ORG)

with an increase in the state’s tax on larger businesses, the commercial activity tax
(CLEVELAND.COM). • HAWAII lawmakers are considering creating a state-owned
bank to assist homeowners with mortgage problems. HB 326 would commission
a study of the state’s laws to consider that possibility. NORTH DAKOTA is the
only state that currently has a state-owned bank (PACIFIC BUSINESS NEWS). •
The MISSISSIPPI House Ways and Means Committee unanimously approved a
bill (HB 30) that would allow state and local government agencies to collect unpaid
utility bills or student loans by seizing people’s state income tax refunds (CLARIONLEDGER [JACKSON]). • In his State of the State address, MARYLAND Gov.
Larry Hogan (R) called for the discontinuation of automatic increases in the gas tax,
creation of a small business tax exemption, tax relief for military and emergency
service retirees, and the repeal of a storm water mitigation fee he’s long ridiculed as
the “rain tax” (WASHINGTON POST).
— Compiled by KOREY CLARK

Politics & leadership

CUOMO CALLS FOR ETHICS REFORM: In the aftermath of New York
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver’s (D) arrest last month on federal corruption
charges, Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) has vowed not to sign a state budget this year
unless it includes a slate of ethics reforms.
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U

TAH CYBER-ATTACKS UP 10,000-FOLD: A few years ago,
government computer systems in Utah were sustaining 25,000 to 30,000
attempted cyber-attacks a day, which Utah Public Safety Commissioner
Keith Squires thought was a lot at the time. But last week Squires told a legislative
budget committee that last year there were spikes of 300 million cyber-attacks a day.
Squires attributes the 10,000-fold increase to the fact that his state is home to the
National Security Agency’s new computer center.
“I really do believe it was all the attention drawn to the NSA facility. In the cyberworld, that’s a big deal,” he told the committee. “I watched as those increases jumped
so much over the last few years. And talking to counterparts in other states, they
weren’t seeing that amount of increase like we were.”
Utah Rep. Curt Oda (R) said he thinks the NSA or the federal government should
defray some of the state’s cost of defending against the cyber-attacks.
“They are costing us a ton of money,” he said. “They need to pony up.” (SALT
LAKE TRIBUNE)

His list of demands includes stricter limits on the use of per diem allowances and
campaign funds, and new rules for the disclosure of pay lawmakers receive for work
they do outside the Legislature or an outright ban on that work.
“The bottom line is that New Yorkers will never trust the government’s
authenticity until they know the who, what and where of outside employment,” he
said. “Either end it entirely or thoroughly disclose it. There is no middle ground.”
It wasn’t Cuomo’s first call for ethics reform. In fact he’s firmly defended his
administration’s record on public ethics and said during his reelection campaign last
year that he’d already achieved 85 percent of the ethics reforms he wanted. But he
conceded last week that he hadn’t succeeded in changing New Yorkers’ view of Albany.
“We haven’t really developed a bond of trust with the people in the state,” he said.
“We have had these repeated instances, albeit isolated, of scandals and corruption. And
just every few months, you see something like this.” (NEW YORK TIMES)
POLITICS IN BRIEF: A bill with bipartisan support in the ARIZONA Senate
would modify the state’s open records law to allow school boards, city councils and
other government officials to talk out of the public eye. Sen. Sylvia Allen (R), who
introduced the bill, said it would improve government by allowing elected officials
to talk issues over in private before public meetings (ASSOCIATED PRESS). • The
WEST VIRGINIA House approved a bill last week (HB 2010) that will make the
state’s judicial elections nonpartisan. West Virginia is one of only seven states where
state Supreme Court justices are elected by partisan vote (JURIST, CHARLESTON
GAZETTE). • A panel tasked with setting the salaries for ARKANSAS elected officials
has proposed more than doubling state lawmakers’ salaries and major pay hikes for most
constitutional officers. Formal approval of the changes next week would trigger a public
comment period (ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE [LITTLE ROCK]).
— Compiled by KOREY CLARK

H

ASLAM LOSES FIGHT TO EXPAND MEDICAID IN TN: Tennessee
Gov. Bill Haslam’s (R) proposal to expand Medicaid to cover an additional
280,000 low-income Volunteer State residents appears to be dead after the
Senate Health and Welfare Committee rejected it last week. The measure’s chances
are equally dim in the House, where Speaker Beth Harwell told reporters the proposal
lacks the votes to pass.
The vote closed a special session Haslam had called specifically to gain
lawmakers’ approval for the plan, the first special session Haslam has called during
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Governors

PRESSURE GROWS ON KITZHABER TO RESIGN: Declaring, “I was
elected by the people of this state to do a job, and I intend to do it,” Oregon Gov. John
Kitzhaber (D) announced at a press conference last month he would not consider
resigning from office. His assertion came in response to new allegations that his
longtime girlfriend improperly used her connection to him to financially benefit
herself and her consulting company.
Portland’s Oregonian newspaper reported in January that Cylvia Hayes,
Kitzhaber’s longtime companion, collected $118,000 in fees from a clean energy
group to promote its agenda, all while also advising the governor on those same
issues. Previous reports had revealed Hayes having state employees care for her
pets and arrange travel for her private consulting work, and that Kitzhaber had filled
lucrative positions in his administration with others connected to Hayes. Both Hayes
and Kitzhaber are facing an investigation by the Oregon Ethics Commission, and
each has hired a personal defense attorney.
Even so, in a press conference on January 30, Kitzhaber said he had no plans to
surrender his office over the controversy. He also said that Hayes will no longer have
a policy role in his administration. None of that, however, stopped the Oregonian,
the state’s most prominent newspaper, from calling last week for him to step down,
saying he was “now less a governor than a source of unending distraction” who
could “no longer lead Oregon effectively and should resign.” (OREGONIAN
[PORTLAND], WILLAMETTE WEEK)
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his time in the governor’s office. If approved, the
In case you missed it
proposal would have still needed to obtain a federal
The tragic case of a terminally ill California
woman who moved to Oregon so doctors
waiver before being implemented.
could legally help her end her life made international news. It could also push states to
To date, 10 states with Republican governors have
adopt their own version of Oregon’s law.
adopted some form of Medicaid expansion. Of those,
In case you missed it, the story can be found
on our Web site at
several have obtained federal waivers for proposals
http://www.statenet.com/capitol_journal/02-02-2015/html#sncj_spotlight
similar to Haslam’s, so-called “private option” plans
that use federal dollars provided under the Affordable Care Act to pay for newlyeligible residents to buy private health coverage. But while the proposal drew strong
support from groups like the Tennessee Hospital Association, the Tennessee Business
Roundtable and the Tennessee Medical Association, it never gained much traction
with lawmakers. Many expressed skepticism at Haslam’s claim that the state would
not be saddled with significant costs to maintain the program when the federal
government begins ratcheting down the percentage it pays to cover new Medicaid
enrollees. Federal funds currently cover 100 percent of the cost of expansion in states
that sign on, but that figure will eventually drop to no less than 90 percent by 2020.
(TENNESSEAN [NASHVILLE], POLITICO, NASHVILLE POST)

GOVERNORS IN BRIEF: A little-noticed recommendation in FLORIDA Gov.
Rick Scott’s budget proposal would repeal the state’s impending “hospital tiering”
law. The measure, set to take effect later this year, would require counties that use
local funds to garner federal matching funds for healthcare to share those dollars
with Sunshine State counties that don’t raise local funds. Lawmakers must approve
the change (MIAMI HERALD). • Just a week after ILLINOIS Gov. Bruce Rauner
(R) said the state would not issue medical marijuana licenses until his administration
conducted a thorough legal review of the process initiated under Democratic
predecessor Pat Quinn (D), he granted 18 companies permits to grow and sell pot in
the Prairie State. Gov. Rauner did not explain how the issue was resolved so quickly.
Three more applicants are also undergoing further review (CHICAGO TRIBUNE).
• IOWA Gov. Terry Branstad (R) has proposed new legislation that would require
people convicted of domestic abuse to wear GPS ankle bracelets. It would also
require repeat offenders to serve at least 85 percent of their sentences before being
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BAKER WORKING ON RIDE SHARING
In the hopper
REGULATIONS: Massachusetts Gov. Charlie
At any given time, State Net tracks tens of thouBaker (R) said car-hire services like Uber and Lyft
sands of bills in all 50 states, the US Congress
can continue operation in the Bay State while he
and the District of Columbia. Here’s a snapshot
of what’s in the legislative works:
works with mayors in Boston and Somerville to craft
licensing regulations for those operations. Those
Number of 2015 Prefiles last week: 531
regulations are expected to require companies to
Number of Intros last week: 12,093
perform background checks on their drivers, ensure
Number of Enacted/Adopted last week:
those drivers maintain their vehicles and carry
743
adequate insurance coverage.
Number of 2015 Prefiles to date: 14,461
“Emerging transportation options such as Uber
and Lyft present a real opportunity for our evolving
Number of 2015 Intros to date: 49,679
transportation ecosystem to more efficiently
Number of 2015 Enacted/Adopted overall
serve residents and visitors to Massachusetts
to date: 2,527
alike,” Baker said in a statement. “We also have a
Number of bills currently in State Net
Database: 50,210
responsibility to step up to ensure consumer choice
— Compiled By FELICIA CARRILLO
and public safety prevail.”
(measures current as of 2/5/2015)
A series of negative incidents involving Uber
Source: State Net database
drivers — some of them very serious, including fatal
accidents and accusations of sexual assault — across the country has led to increased
scrutiny of ride-hailing companies across the country. In recent months Portland has
ordered Uber to stop doing business there, while San Francisco and Los Angeles have
sued the company for allegedly lying to consumers about its driver screening process.
And in December, Boston taxicab drivers sued the city in an attempt to force it to
regulate Uber and Lyft in the same way they are regulated. (STATEHOUSE NEWS
SERVICE, BOSTON GLOBE)

eligible for parole and raise the minimum penalties for other crimes associated with
domestic abuse (KCAU-TV [SIOUX CITY]). • MAINE Rep. Diane Russell (D)
has introduced a constitutional amendment that would require the Pine Tree State
governor to obtain a majority vote to win election. The proposal would need approval
of two-thirds of lawmakers in both the House and Senate to go before voters (MAINE
PUBLIC BROADCASTING).
— Compiled by RICH EHISEN

Hot issues

B

USINESS: NEW JERSEY Gov. Chris Christie (R) signs SB 1870, a bill
that will require Garden State pet stores to display the names and addresses
of the breeders of each dog and cat for sale, to post U.S. Department of
Agriculture inspection reports for the prior two years for the breeders and brokers
who sold dogs or cats to the shop, and attest that the breeders and brokers comply
with those care and sanitation requirements. Stores may also not sell animals from
breeders who do not meet those standards (ASBURY PARK PRESS). • Also in NEW
JERSEY, Gov. Christie signs AB 3628, legislation that overturns a law requiring a
public vote to sell water systems considered to be in emergency conditions (NEW
JERSEY GOVERNOR’S OFFICE).

HEALTH & SCIENCE: The ARKANSAS Senate approves legislation that
would authorize the continuance of the state’s so-called “private option” Medicaid
expansion plan for another year. That program uses federal funding to pay for private
health care insurance for low-income residents who qualify for Medicaid coverage
under the Affordable Care Act’s broadened eligibility standards. The Senate endorses
separate legislation to create a 16-member task force to develop an alternative to the
plan, which is itself an alternative to expanding Medicaid as called for in the ACA.
The measures now go to the House (ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE). • The
WEST VIRGINIA Senate unanimously approves SB 335, which would authorize
doctors to prescribe the anti-overdose drug naloxone to people addicted to heroin or

10

State Net Capitol Journal®

EDUCATION: The WYOMING House approves HB 114, a bill that would
allow people with concealed carry weapons permits to bring guns onto public school
campuses and into state and local government meetings. It moves to the Senate
(REUTERS). • NEW JERSEY Gov. Chris Christie (R) signs AB 304, a bill that
authorizes school nurses and trained personnel to administer epinephrine to any
student having an anaphylactic reaction (NJPOLITICKER.COM).

other opiates. The bill, which would also allow the drug to be dispensed to an addict’s
friends and family members, moves to the House (CHARLESTON GAZETTE). •
NEW JERSEY Gov. Chris Christie (R) signs SB 2378, which expands the state’s
Overdose Prevention Act to provide immunity to emergency responders and needleexchange program employees who administer the overdose antidote Naloxone
(NORTHJERSEY.COM).
SOCIAL POLICY: MICHIGAN Gov. Rick Snyder (R) announces the
Wolverine State will recognize over 300 same-sex marriages performed in 2014
during a time period when a court had lifted the state’s ban on those unions. Snyder
said the state would not appeal the decision rendered by U.S. District Judge Mark A.
Goldsmith in January (HUFFINGTON POST).
— Compiled by RICH EHISEN

Once around the
statehouse lightly

NO SUCH THING AS A FREE MEAL: To eat the boxed lunch or not to eat
the boxed lunch, that is the question for Washington state lawmakers these days.
New rules regulating how many free meals they can accept from lobbyists has left
Evergreen State pols angry and confused: annoyed because they say the rules impugn
their integrity and confused because nobody can figure them out. As the Tacoma
News Tribune reports, a brown-bag lunch with lobbyists in a public forum now counts
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UST-IN JUST OUT: To paraphrase the immortal Mark Twain, everyone
complains about statehouse news coverage but nobody does anything about it.
Enter Indiana Gov. Mike Pence. As the Indianapolis Star reports, Pence recently
announced plans for his administration to start a state-run news service in which PR
flaks would write “news stories” to compete with independent news media. Ridicule
from all corners of the nation — as well as from both Republican and Democratic
lawmakers — quickly ensued, with several observers comparing the service, dubbed
JustIN, with the kind of oppressive state-run information outlets found in North
Korea and China. One wag even dubbed the proposed service “Pravda on the Plains,”
a reference to the government-controlled newspaper of the since-fallen USSR.
Despite the best efforts of Pence’s spinners to convince real media that JustIn wasn’t
an effort to circumvent them, Pence eventually waved the white flag and called the
whole thing off.

as one of the 12 allowable annual meals while having
Upcoming stories
drinks and cigars with that same lobbyist in their home
Here are some of the topics you may see
covered in upcoming issues of the State
would not...provided nobody eats anything. A meal at a
Net Capitol Journal:
banquet would definitely count, but not food or drinks at
• Common Core
the reception beforehand. While lawmakers grouse, they
• State worker exodus
concede they have themselves to blame. The rules were
• Legalizing pot
inspired by a recent report from the Associated Press
that revealed some of their colleagues have a tremendous appetite for lobbyist-paid
meals. Or at least they did.
TAKE MY JOB, PLEASE: When most pols talk about cutting waste, fraud and
abuse, they pretty much never mean anything that would directly impact them. But
not so for newly-minted Wisconsin Treasurer Matt Adamczyk. As the New York Times
reports, Adamczyk has spent most of his time in office running off agency employees,
returning unused office equipment and planning to eliminate his own job. Yes, his
own job. Adamczyk ran on a platform that if elected he would work to eliminate the
Office of the Treasurer, which over the years has seen all but a handful of its duties
shifted to other agencies. He says he also plans to return 25 percent of his almost
$70,000 annual salary to the state...as soon as he figures out how to do that. Call me
cynical, but I think I smell what will turn out to be an insurmountable problem.
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OKAY, THAT’S JUST GROSS: With all the attention being paid to disease
outbreaks, it’s hard to imagine anyone being against at least some basic hygiene. But
then there is U.S. Senator Thom Tillis of North Carolina. As Talking Points Memo
reports, Tillis recently related a story from his days in the Tar Heel State General
Assembly in which he voiced his opinion that businesses were over-regulated and
should have the option to “opt-out” of those they didn’t like. That prompted someone
to ask if he would include the requirement that food service workers wash their
hands after using the bathroom. Tillis says he is fine with that scenario as long as the
business informs the public of its policy. Note to self: never shake his hands or eat at
a restaurant he ever owns.
— By RICH EHISEN
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