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The U.S. is facing a 
“fiscal cliff” come 

January, but action 
to stop us from 

going over the edge 
has been slowed by 

election-year politics. 

In our view: ‘Fiscal cliff’ only one of many challenges  
facing states

In late September, Philadelphia Mayor Michael 
Nutter and a small group of other big-city mayors 
met with reporters at the National Press Club 

in Washington D.C. to enlist them in a campaign to 
pressure Congress to forestall fiscal calamity. The 
mayors worried that the election was likely to come 
and go without Congress doing anything to avert 
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the nation from plunging off the “fiscal cliff” — a term coined by Federal Reserve 
Chairman Ben Bernanke — on Jan. 2, 2013. 

On that date, if nothing is done beforehand, tax cuts enacted in the first term of 
George W. Bush will expire, raising rates on everyone. Unemployment insurance and 
a “payday holiday” on income-tax withholding will also expire. At the same time, by 
prior agreement, Draconian across-the-board cuts in the federal budget will begin, 
affecting every city and state. The combination of these cuts and tax increases are 
widely predicted to send the nation into recession.

Nutter and his colleagues implored Congressional leaders to “act like adults” 
and work together to find a balanced, bipartisan alternative to deficit reduction. 
But the mayors seemed resigned to the political reality that nothing would happen 
before the election. 

“Elections will happen. Someone will win and someone will lose,” Nutter said.  
“The question becomes, ‘Then what? What are we doing on Nov. 7?’” 

That is indeed the question.
Born out of the failure of a Congressional “super committee” in 2011 to work out 

a plan for trimming the rapidly growing deficit, the sequestration cuts range from 7.6 
percent for most federal programs to 9.4 percent for defense spending. If imposed, 
they would slice approximately $109 billion from the federal budget next year and 

$1.2 trillion over the next decade. Medicaid 
and Social Security spending would be exempt, 
but virtually every other federal agency and 
program would be hit hard, from health care and 
food safety to air traffic control and a wealth 
of social safety net programs. Medicare would 
be mostly spared, though payments to health 
providers would see a 2 percent cut, about $11 
billion. States would lose billions of dollars in 

education funding. Law enforcement would also suffer, with cuts of $735 million to 
the FBI and $136 million to the Secret Service.

Not everyone believes this is such a bad thing. Economists like William G. Gale 
of the Brookings Institution have opined that getting control of the nation’s bloated 
debt load — which Bloomberg Businessweek says is an estimated 76 percent of 
gross domestic product in 2013 — could be worth the short-term pain. Imposing 
sequestration would likely reduce that figure to about 58 percent by 2022. 

But predictions of just how much pain we are talking about vary. According to 
the Congressional Budget Office, the cuts and tax hikes would likely obliterate over 2 
million jobs in the first year alone, driving up unemployment a full percentage point 
and reducing the nation’s Gross Domestic Product by $215 billion. Another report 
released in October by the National Manufacturers Association is even more dire, 
saying the cuts and tax changes would lead to a total fiscal contraction of 3.2 percent 

“Elections will happen. 
Someone will win and 

someone will lose. The 
question becomes, 

‘Then what? What are 
we doing on Nov. 7?’”
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of GDP, costing over 6 million jobs 
by the end of 2014 and driving the 
nation’s unemployment rate over 
11 percent. The NAM report said 
concern over the impending cuts 
has already cost a million jobs 
this year, while a Washington Post 
story on Oct. 25 said that anxiety 
about the fiscal cliff may shave a 
half point off national fiscal growth 
in the fourth quarter, already just a 
measly 2 percent.

It is a stark possibility, not one 
lawmakers like California Senate 
President Darrell Steinberg (D) 
relish trying to navigate. 

“The California Legislature 
has made tough decisions over the 
past four years to attack the state’s 
$42 billion deficit,” he said in an 
email to SNCJ. “To avoid as much 
harm as possible to the poor and 
middle class, we’ve tried to make 
those necessary cuts with a scalpel; 
sequestration is a meat cleaver.”

The National Conference of 
State Legislatures reports that 
several states have taken steps to cushion such a blow. Some, such as Virginia, have 
been squirreling away funds that might be needed to backfill state-federal programs 
that are cut. Most others are developing contingency plans that attempt to mitigate the 
loss of federal support. 

Whether Congress will act to prevent sequestration from happening is yet to be 
determined. A bipartisan group of senators led by Sen. Mark Warner (D-VA) and Sen. 
Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) has continued working on a plan to avoid sequestration, but 
the so-called “Gang of Eight” has yet to produce anything of note. Warner, however, 
remains optimistic a deal will get done, telling reporters on Oct. 23 that “I do believe 
that we will avoid sequestration.” The last chance for that will come in the lame-duck 
session after the election, although there have been some, Bill Clinton among them, 
who have speculated that the lame-duck Congress might postpone the sequestration 
process and kick the can down the road to the new Congress.

States face a plethora of other significant challenges regardless of what Congress 
does or does not do to right the federal house. California and Illinois, to name just 

Bird’s eye view

Super storm Sandy slams Northeast
In addition to claiming the lives of more  
than 50 Americans, Hurricane Sandy  
wreaked devastation along much of  
the northeast coast and further inland.  
Unprecedented flooding was expected to keep New York 
City’s subways out of commission for days, while air, bus, 
ferry and rail services were disrupted at least temporarily 
throughout the region. Power failures due to felled trees, 
downed power lines and flooded power stations were 
reported in 17 states, including more than two million 
customers in New York and New Jersey. Six states also 
announced storm-related disruptions of early voting or other 
election processes, and New York and New Jersey were 
expected to do the same.
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two, have serious problems with underfunded public 
employee pensions. Numerous states have yet to act 
on creating health care exchanges as required by the 
Affordable Care Act, gambling instead on a change in 
the U.S. Senate and White House that will allow them 
to sweep the law away. New York is one of several 
states wrestling with the pros and cons of hydraulic 
fracturing, or “fracking,” a highly controversial 
procedure for extracting natural gas and oil deposits from within deep shale deposits. 
Perpetual battles loom over women’s health issues, particularly abortion. Most states 
have serious infrastructure funding shortfalls. 

The list goes on and on, as seemingly has this election cycle. To many, we are 
now in a state of perpetual campaigns when elections rarely seem to actually settle 
government institutions and focus their efforts on dealing with the treacherous, 
difficult issues at hand.

It has become enormously frustrating to all but the most passionately involved, 
leaving them, in the words of voters like North Carolina resident Jillian Tullis, 
“counting the days until this election is over.” 

A registered Democrat, Tullis is also a self-described “pragmatist” not wedded to 
voting a straight party ticket. She says she paid great attention early on to what the 
candidates had to say, eager to hear their position on the issues. But as each grueling 
month has worn on, as each wave of attack ads has rolled out, she now says she is 
“just ready for this to all be over.”

She is not alone. Aside from contributing to voters’ growing cynicism about 
government, this election has for too long given lawmakers and others tasked with 

solving the nation’s many problems a ready-made 
excuse for not getting that job done. It is not the 
first time that election-year politics has impeded 
substantive action, nor will it likely be the last. 
But many people rightfully fear that hyper-
partisan gridlock has become the new normal, 
certainly in Congress and now increasingly in 
statehouses. Governing has become a zero sum 

game where it is seemingly not enough for one party to come out ahead on an issue — 
the only real victory is one where the opposition is also utterly defeated. Outcomes that 
even partially spread the benefit around are almost nonexistent, and losing rarely means 
the two sides just accept the results and move on. Anyone who has witnessed recent 
events in states like Wisconsin would be hard-pressed to disagree. 

They would also be hard-pressed to say such constant political warfare makes for 
better government. No better example exists than the failed “super committee” itself. 

“I really want to be 
hopeful. I really do. But 

right now there is not 
a lot of evidence that 

things will change.”

Upcoming stories
Here are some of the topics you may see 
covered in upcoming issues of the State 
Net Capitol Journal:

• Election wrap
• Fracking
• 2013 previews
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In such an environment, it is easy to see how a person like Tullis finds it hard 
to be optimistic for the immediate future no matter who wins the White House, 
Congress or even her own state legislature. 

“I really want to be hopeful. I really do,” she says. “But right now there is not a 
lot of evidence that things will change.”

For Tullis’ sake and ours, let us hope she is wrong. The consequences of 
continued business as usual — be it in Congress or in our own statehouses — are far 
too serious to ignore. 

— By RICH EHISEN

Budget & taxes

SANDY’S ECONOMIC TOLL COULD TOP $20B: New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie (R), whose state was among those hit hardest by Hurricane Sandy, 
said last week that the damage from the storm was going to be “almost 

incalculable.” But economic analysts did their best to figure the possible tab.
Charles Watson, research and development director at Kinetic Analysis Corp., 

a hazard-research company in Silver Spring, Maryland, said it could be as much as 
$20 billion, with about $7 billion to $8 billion of that in insured losses. Watson said 
the other $12 to $13 billion would be paid by states and cities to repair damaged 
infrastructure, like New York City’s subway system.

Watson also said the heavy losses to public infrastructure in some ways mirrored 
the effects of Hurricane Katrina, the nation’s costliest natural disaster, with insured 
property losses exceeding $41 billion, according to the Insurance Information Institute.

“It kind of reminds me of Katrina, the actual wind damage from Katrina and 
coastal storm surge damage was easy to pull down,” Watson said. “But once you start 
getting water going over your protective measures and getting into your infrastructure 
the numbers start to go crazy.”

Oakland, California-based Eqecat Inc.’s numbers went crazy in much the same 
way. The catastrophic risk modeler also placed the total figure at around $20 billion, 
although with a slightly wider range for insured losses, $5 billion to $10 billion.

Mark Vitner, a senior economist for Wells Fargo Securities LLC in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, expressed the economic impact of the storm somewhat differently. 
He said that in the fourth quarter it might subtract 0.1 to 0.2 percentage points from 
the U.S. GDP — which grew 2 percent to $13.6 trillion in the third quarter — as a 
result of a decline in spending on services like restaurant meals.
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“There’s a loss of activity that’s going to be hard to make up,” he said. “If 
you’re a restaurant and you’re closed today, people are not going to eat two lunches 
tomorrow.”

More negative news came from Oliver Chen, an analyst at Citigroup Inc. in New 
York, who said the storm might reduce same-store sales by as much as 3 percent 
in the first week of November, which usually accounts for about 22 percent of the 
month’s sales.

But Gil Luria, an analyst at Wedbush Securities in Los Angeles, found one of 
the few bright spots in the storm’s aftermath: store closings in storm-damaged areas 
could boost online sales by a percentage point in the fourth quarter. (BLOOMBERG 
BUSINESSWEEK, NEW YORK TIMES)

NATION’S COLLOSAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROBLEM FALLING 
TO STATES: America has a “$2.2 trillion backlog of infrastructure projects,” 

according to a report last month from Standard 
& Poor’s Ratings Services. That’s twice 
the size of the federal deficit, which largely 
explains Congress’ failure to come up with 
a long-term transportation-funding plan that 
doesn’t rely primarily on the increasingly 
inadequate federal gas tax.

As a result, state and local governments will be increasingly called upon to 
shoulder the cost of critical infrastructure repairs, or they may simply continue to go 
unaddressed, according to the report.

“The burden to finance infrastructure projects will fall more heavily on local 
government entities or users in the form of higher rates or tolls,” the S&P analysts 
said, “and some important construction could simply be deferred.”

It also appears unlikely that whoever occupies the White House the next four 
years is going to lead the charge to change that situation. During the entire course of 
the three presidential debates the issue was mentioned only once, on Oct. 16, when 
President Obama said the money saved from ending military conflicts could be used 
to rebuild the country’s bridges, roads and schools.

Spurred by Washington’s inaction, some states that levy their own gas taxes and 
have seen the same widening gulf between transportation revenue and need as the 
federal government has are considering a wholesale shift to highway usage fees instead.

“Oregon is getting closer and closer to converting to that system, the state of 
Washington is looking closely at it, Nevada’s looking closely at it, Minnesota’s 
looking closely at it,” said Jack Basso, chief operating officer of the American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials. (WASHINGTON POST)

“If you’re a restaurant 
and you’re closed today, 

people are not going 
to eat two lunches 

tomorrow.”
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BUDGETS IN BRIEF: Support is waning for CALIFORNIA Proposition 
30, the tax measure Gov. Jerry Brown (D) is backing in an effort to avoid severe 
cuts to funding for education and emergency services. A Public Policy Institute of 
California poll late last month found voters supported the measure by a margin of 48 
percent to 44 percent, down from the 52 percent-to-40 percent margin in September 
(PPIC.ORG, SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS, STATE NET). • Online retailer 
Amazon disclosed last month it will begin collecting sales tax on product sales in 
ARIZONA on Feb. 1 and on digital sales to residents of the state in July. The state 
sent the Seattle-based company a $53 million bill in November 2011 for sales taxes 
it failed to collect between March 2006 and Jan. 1, 2011 plus interest (ARIZONA 
CAPITOL TIMES [PHOENIX]). • A state judge ruled last month that online travel 
companies that book hotel rooms in HAWAII, including Expedia, Orbitz, Priceline 
and Travelocity, are not subject to the state’s hotel room tax. The state’s Department 
of Transportation had billed the companies nearly $700 million for unpaid taxes 
dating back to 1999, but Circuit Judge Gary Won Bae Chang said that when the state 
Legislature enacted its transient accommodations tax law, it didn’t intend for the tax 
to apply to such companies (HONOLULU STAR ADVERTISER). • Six industry 
sectors could receive financial incentives and preferential status in government 
spending decisions, under a proposed strategic plan for development and land use in 
NEW JERSEY, which is set for adoption this month. The state’s Office for Planning 
Advocacy has singled out the six sectors — advanced manufacturing, life sciences, 
transportation, finance, technology and health care — as the ones most critical to the 
state’s economic future (NORTHJERSEY.COM).

—Compiled by KOREY CLARK

Politics & leadership

SANDY THREATENS ELECTION DAY: As Nov. 6, 2012 approached, 
candidates and their campaigns may have worried about the prospect of 
recounts, contested ballots and lawsuits. But it’s unlikely any of them 

foresaw the possibility that a major storm might disrupt Election Day. The major 
transportation disruptions and power failures on the East Coast caused by Hurricane 
Sandy, however, could lead some of the affected states to postpone their elections, 
delaying the outcome of the presidential race.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) raised that specter last 
week in a conference call with reporters.
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“We are anticipating that, based on the storm, 
there could be impacts that would linger into next 
week and have impacts on the federal election,” said 
FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate.

Those impacts include the disruption of early 
voting, absentee voting and in-person voting 
registration in six states and the likely relocation of 
polling places at the very least in two others that took 
the brunt of the storm, New York and New Jersey 
(see Bird’s eye view).

Fugate didn’t say the election could be delayed, 
but last month federal officials said that would be 
up for states to decide. That may or may not be true, 
according to Adam Winkler, a law professor at the 
University of California at Los Angeles.

“Whether the election can be postponed or not 
is a legal black hole,” he said. “There’s very little 
precedent for such an act.”

Federal law mandates that presidential elections 
be held on the Tuesday following the first Monday 
in November. But it also specifies that if a state fails “to make a choice on the day 
prescribed by law, the electors may be appointed on a subsequent day in such a 
manner as the legislature of such State may direct.” In the event of an emergency 

that threatens to disrupt voting, the federal 
Election Assistance Commission advises 
that state election officials “review 
existing State law to determine if the 
Governor has the power to cancel an 
election or designate alternative methods 
for distribution of ballots.”

One of the rare occasions when an 
election has been delayed was on Sept. 11, 2001, when the terrorist attacks postponed 
New York City’s mayoral race. But FEMA’s Fugate said last week that until 
authorities had more information about Sandy’s impacts, any decision about Election 
Day would be premature.

“It’s really too early to say what will be the impacts of the storm,” he said, adding 
“that’s why it’s again important that we’ll be supporting the governors’ teams and 
their supervisors of election or secretaries of state as they determine what...assistance 
they may need.”

Sandy isn’t the only thing that could delay the outcome of the presidential race, 
however. So many provisional ballots may be cast in the crucial swing state of Ohio 

In the hopper
At any given time, State Net tracks tens of thou-
sands of bills in all 50 states, the US Congress 
and the District of Columbia. Here’s a snapshot 
of what’s in the legislative works:

Number of Prefiles last week: 178
 
Number of Intros last week: 54
 
Number of Enacted/Adopted last 
week: 102
 
Number of 2012 Prefiles to date: 14,426
 
Number of 2012 Intros to date: 84,441
 
Number of 2012 Session Enacted/ 
Adopted overall to date: 28,341
 
Number of bills currently in State Net 
Database: 180,749
 

— Compiled By FELICIA CARRILLO
(measures current as of 11/1/2012) 

Source: State Net database

“Whether the election can 
be postponed or not is a 
legal black hole. There’s 
very little precedent for 

such an act.”
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— where such ballots are not counted right away by law — that the winner might 
not be known until mid-November. Alternatively, though even more unlikely, the 
Electoral College vote could end in a 269 to 269 tie.

“The Boy Scout motto comes in handy — be prepared,” said Bradley Blakeman, 
a GOP strategist and veteran of the Bush v Gore recount battle in Florida in 2000.

Bill Burton, a former aide to President Obama and the co-founder of a super PAC 
supporting his re-election, said, likewise, “If this election does require some extra 
innings, we have plans in place to deal with that.” (POLITICO, NEW YORK TIMES, 
STATELINE.ORG)

EFFORTS TO SWAY VOTERS INTENSIFY AS ELECTION NEARS: In the 
final lead-up to what could be one of the closest presidential elections in U.S. history, 
efforts to sway or even mislead voters have reportedly been on the rise.

“We’ve seen an uptick in deceptive and intimidating tactics designed to prevent 
eligible Americans from voting,” said Eric Marshall of the Lawyers’ Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law.

Voters in Florida, Indiana and Virginia have reportedly received phone calls 
wrongly informing them they could vote by phone instead of casting a ballot in 
person on Election Day. Election officials are investigating the reports.

In Ohio and Wisconsin, billboards have gone up in mostly low-income and 
minority neighborhoods warning of the criminal penalties for voter fraud. In response 
to complaints from voting rights groups, the billboard company, Clear Channel 
Outdoor, announced it would take down the billboards.

And David and Charles Koch, the billionaire brothers who have given millions 
of dollars to back presidential nominee Mitt Romney and other Republicans, have 
come under fire for sending a “voter information packet” to 45,000 employees of 
Koch Industries’ Georgia Pacific urging them to vote for a list of candidates the 
company supports, with Romney topping the list. But Greg Guest, a spokesman for 
Georgia Pacific, suggested the company’s mailing was less aggressive than the tactics 
employed by liberal-leaning groups.

“Unions and newspapers go further than this and actually endorse candidates to 
their members and readers,” he said in a statement. (REUTERS)

UNIONS SHIFTING POLITICAL FOCUS MORE LOCAL: Although 
national labor leaders say their top goal is re-electing President Obama, unions are 
directing more of their resources this year to state and local races where their power 
is threatened. In New Hampshire, for example, they are trying to keep the governor’s 
office in Democratic hands to prevent enactment of right-to-work legislation. In 
Maine and Minnesota they are hoping to win back legislative majorities. And in 
Michigan they are attempting to make collective bargaining a constitutional right.



10

St
at

e 
N

et
 C

ap
ito

l J
ou

rn
al

®

“This year we’ve invested in these races more than 
ever before,” said Brian Weeks, political director of the 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees.

The shift comes after two years of union power 
rollbacks at the hands of GOP majorities swept into 
power in Wisconsin, Ohio and several other states with 
the 2010 elections.

“The severity and the viciousness of the attacks 
in 2010 caught us a little off-guard,” said Weeks. “Now we’re planning for that to 
prevent it from happening again.” (SEATTLE TIMES, STATE NET)

POLITICS IN BRIEF: Gambling interests have poured $56 million into the fight 
over MARYLAND’s Question 7, a ballot measure on whether to allow a Las Vegas-
style casino in Prince George’s County (WASHINGTON POST). • Bill and Melinda 
Gates have contributed $500,000 to the campaign to approve WASHINGTON’s 
Referendum 74, seeking to uphold the state’s same-sex marriage law (OREGONLIVE.
COM). • Also in WASHINGTON, a poll released last week by Strategies 360 found 
54 percent-to-38 percent support for the state’s marijuana legalization initiative, I-502. 
A larger survey conducted the week before, the KCTS 9 Washington Poll, showed 51-
to-41 support for the measure among all voters and 47-to-40 percent support among 
likely voters (SEATTLE TIMES). • CONNECTICUT Gov. Dannel Malloy (D) issued 
Executive Order No. 21, which extends the deadline for in-person voter registration by 
two days, from Oct. 30 to Nov. 1, due to Hurricane Sandy (STATE NET).

— Compiled by KOREY CLARK

In case you missed it
Largely because of favorable redistrictings, 

Republicans entered the 2012 elections with 
an advantage that should enable them to 
keep control of the U.S. House and a majority 
of legislatures regardless of the outcome of 
the down-to-the-wire presidential race.

In case you missed it, the article can be 
found on our website at
http://www.statenet.com/capitol_journal/10-22-2012/html#sncj_spotlight 

Governors

SANDOVAL ALL IN ON FEDERAL INTERNET POKER BILL: Nevada 
Gov. Brian Sandoval (R) has broken with several of his fellow governors and 
announced his support for federal legislation currently being crafted by Senate 

Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) and Sen. Jon Kyl (R-AZ) that would legalize 
Internet poker. In a letter sent to Congressional leaders, Sandoval said they had his 
“full support” in their efforts to pass “a federal bill that strikes a balance between 
consumer protection and maintaining state authority.” 

In doing so, Sandoval split from the position of the National Governors 
Association, which says the proposed bill would prevent states from pursuing 
their own forms of legalized gaming. The measure, which has yet to be formally 
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introduced, would ban all forms of Internet gambling 
except for poker. That is a sharp contrast from a 
previous Department of Justice opinion that said 
the 1961 Federal Wire Act only bars online betting 
on sports, giving states the green light to develop or 
expand online lotteries and create Internet poker sites. 

In a letter from Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear (D) 
and Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett (R), however, the 
NGA labeled the proposal “an unnecessary pre-emption 
of state authority.” 

The National Conference of State Legislature also 
opposes the bill. NCSL’s James Ward told The Hill that 
states have long demonstrated the ability to regulate 
online gambling on their own. 

“State authority and consumer protection with 
respect to online gaming are not mutually exclusive. 
With gaming, states have long demonstrated that they 
are capable of protecting consumers. This bill is aiming 
to fix a problem that simply doesn’t exist,” he said. 

Nevada is one of many states that have established 
the legislative and regulatory infrastructure for online 
poker. Silver State officials have already issued almost a dozen licenses to poker 
providers, who currently are allowed to offer games only to in-state residents. 

Reid spokeswoman Kristen Orthman, meanwhile, says any talk of what the 
proposed bill will or will not do is only speculation.  

“The bill that has been leaked is just a draft and is a premature version of 
the online poker legislation,” she said last week. “We continue to work with all 
stakeholders, including states, to address concerns.” (LAS VEGAS REVIEW-
JOURNAL, LAS VEGAS SUN, THE HILL)

SCOTT ISSUES EDUCATION PLAN: Florida Gov. Rick Scott (R) has formally 
introduced his education agenda for next year’s legislative session. Among his proposals: 
avoiding additional spending cuts, reducing regulations that take away classroom time 
and expanding charter schools. Scott also proposed a ban on new tests unless they 
support planned common core standards and giving teachers state-funded debit cards 
to purchase classroom supplies that many instructors now are paying for out of their 
own pockets. The plan drew support from both the Florida Chamber of Commerce and 
former Gov. Jeb Bush (R), who praised Scott for “investing in education.” The plan also 
garnered praise from an unlikely source, the Florida School Boards Association. The 
FSBA praised Scott’s willingness to provide “greater flexibility and deregulation to local 
school districts.” Other education groups, however were more wary. 

The week in session
States in Regular Session: DC, MA, OH
 
States in Recess: IL, MI, NJ, NY, PA
 
In Pro Forma Session: US
 
States Currently Prefiling or Drafting for 
2013: AL, FL, KY, MT, ND, NH, NV, VA, WY
 
States in Special Session Projected to 
Adjourn: IL “a”
 
States Adjourned in 2012: AK, AL, AR, 
AZ, CA, CO, CT, DE, FL, GA, HI, IA, ID, IN, KS, 
KY, LA, MD, ME, MN, MO, MS, NC, NE, NH, 
NM, OK, OR, PR, RI, SC, SD, TN, UT, VA, VT, 
WA, WI, WV, WY
 
State Special Sessions Adjourned in 
2012: AK “c”, AL “a”, CO “a”, CT “a”, CT “b”, 
DE “b”, DE “c”, FL “b”, HI “b”, KY “a”,  MD “a”, 
MD “b”, MN “b”,  NJ “a”, NY “a”, PR “c”, UT 
“a”, VA “a”, WA “c”, WA “d”, WV “a”
         
 Letters indicate special/extraordinary sessions
 

—  Compiled By DENA BLODGETT
(session information current as of 10/31/2012) 

Source: State Net database
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“I want to see the details,” said Andy Ford, president of the Florida Education 
Association. “We’re going to need to see how this all plays out. (ORLANDO 
SENTINEL, TAMPA BAY TIMES, HUFFINGTON POST)

GOVERNORS IN BRIEF: Dane County Circuit Judge Amy Smith rules that a 
WISCONSIN law granting the Badger State governor the power to approve or block 
new education rules and policies is unconstitutional. A spokesperson for Gov. Scott 
Walker (R) said his office would appeal the decision (LACROSSE TRIBUNE). • 
COLORADO Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) issued D 2012-043, an Executive Order 
that extends for 30 says a previous order (D 2012-40) that allows livestock feeders 
to move oversized loads of hay or other feed on public roads. The governor cited 
the ongoing drought that has made most of the state a crop disaster area this year 
(STATE NET, DENVER POST). • SOUTH CAROLINA Gov. Nikki Haley (R) 
issued Executive Order 2012-09, which creates the South Carolina Commission on 
Ethics Reform, tasked with developing a blueprint for revamping the Palmetto State’s 
legislative disclosure, conflict of interest and open records laws. The Commission 
must deliver a report to the governor by Jan. 28 (STATE NET). • MAINE Gov. Paul 
LePage (R) issued Executive Order 2012-003, which establishes the Task Force To 
Reduce Domestic Violence Through Technology, tasked with exploring methods to 
utilize available technologies to track domestic violence offenders and ways to allow 
victims to contact support personnel in an emergency (STATE NET).

— Compiled by RICH EHISEN

Hot issues

BUSINESS: The NEW JERSEY Senate endorses AB 2878, which would 
fine Garden State employers $1,000 if they request or demand access to 
workers’ or potential employees’ accounts on social networking websites 

such as Facebook and Twitter. The bill, which also would allow employers or job 
applicants to sue employers who force them to hand over social media passwords, 
moves to Gov. Chris Christie (R) for review (STAR-LEDGER [NEWARK]). • 
Also in NEW JERSEY, the Senate approves AB 2879, which bars colleges and 
universities from requiring prospective and current students to turn over their 
usernames and passwords. The measure, which does not impose fines but also 
allows students to file suit, returns to the Assembly (STAR-LEDGER [NEWARK], 
STATE NET). • PENNSYLVANIA Gov. Tom Corbett (R) signs HB 1310, which 
allows some privately-owned ski resorts to obtain liquor licenses (PENNSYLVANIA 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE). • Also in PENNSYLVANIA, Gov. Corbett signs HB 
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1548, which among several things requires television production companies to extend 
the same protections to child actors who appear in reality shows as those given on 
the sets of movies and other television programs (STATE NET, PENNSYLVANIA 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE). • Still in PENNSYLVANIA, Gov. Corbett signs HB 
1616, which allows the creation of “benefit corporations” that offer investors the 
option to build and invest in businesses that operate in a socially and environmentally 
responsible manner (PENNSYLVANIA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE). • Staying in 
PENNSYLVANIA, Gov. Corbett signs HB 2626, which creates a program that 
allows Keystone State businesses to retain 95 percent of their withholding taxes for 
individuals employed in new jobs created by the company. To qualify, companies 
must create at least 250 new jobs within a five-year period and 100 within the first 
two years (PENNSYLVANIA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE). 

 
CRIME & PUNISHMENT: The NEW JERSEY Senate approves SB 1303, 
which would make animal cruelty a fourth degree crime. Abuse that causes the 
animal to die would be a third degree crime. The measure moves to the Assembly 
(NORTHJERSEY.COM [BERGEN]). • NEW YORK Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) 
signs a package of bills that collectively establish increased penalties for repeat 
low-level domestic violence offenses, elevate domestic violence harassment from 
a violation to a misdemeanor and prohibit anyone subject to an order of protection 
and charged in that person’s death from controlling that person’s burial (ALBANY 
TIMES-UNION). • PENNSYLVANIA Gov. Rom Corbett (R) signs SB 850, which 
ends automatic life-without-parole sentences for juveniles convicted of murder. The 
law requires defendants 14 or younger to serve at least 20 years for second-degree 
convictions and 25 years for first-degree convictions. Offenders age 15 to 17 would 
face at least 25 or 35 years (PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER). • The WYOMING Joint 
Interim Committee on Judiciary rejects D 234, legislation that would have eliminated 
life without parole for juveniles. The Committee also rejects D 202, a bill that would 
have created a special hearing at which a young offender’s age and maturity would 
have been considered before sentencing (BILLINGS GAZETTE, STATE NET). • 
The MISSOURI Supreme Court upholds a Show Me State law that allows judges to 
impose cash-only bail requirements on certain defendants. Plaintiffs had claimed the 
law was unconstitutional (KANSAS CITY STAR).

EDUCATION: MICHIGAN Gov. Rick Snyder (R) signs SB 1122, which 
requires the state Dept. of Community Health to develop educational materials 
and training for athletes, parents and coaches on concussion-related injuries and 
treatments. Gov. Snyder also signs HB 5697, which requires athletes suspected of 
suffering a concussion to be removed from competition and not allowed to return 
until cleared by a health professional (LANSING STATE JOURNAL, MICHIGAN 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE). 
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ENVIRONMENT: The OREGON Environmental Quality Commission rejects 
a proposal to create pesticide-free buffer zones around Beaver State rivers and 
streams (CAPITAL PRESS [SALEM]). •   PENNSYLVANIA Gov. Tom Corbett 
(R) signs HB 1417, which adds waterways conservation officers, deputy waterways 
conservation officers, wildlife conservation officers and deputy wildlife conservation 
officers to the list of law enforcement officials protected under Keystone State laws 
that make it a second degree felony to assault a police officer (PENNSYLVANIA 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE, STATE NET). 

HEALTH & SCIENCE: PENNSYLVANIA Gov. Tom Corbett (R) signs 
HB 140, which will establish a state commission to investigate the circumstances 
surrounding methadone-related deaths (PENNSYLVANIA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE). 

SOCIAL POLICY: The NEW JERSEY Supreme Court upholds a Garden 
State law that holds that an infertile man whose wife is artificially inseminated with 
his permission is the baby’s father. The law was challenged because it does not 
grant the same automatic parental rights to an infertile woman whose husband’s 
sperm is used to impregnate another woman. The justices split 3-3 on overturning a 
lower court’s ruling that upheld the law, short of the majority needed to override it 
(NORTHJERSEY.COM [BERGEN]). 

POTPOURRI: PENNSYLVANIA Gov. Tom Corbett (R) signs HB 2630, which 
bars the use of carbon monoxide gas in the euthanizing of animals. The law also requires 
that euthanasia of all pet animals be done by a euthanasia technician licensed by the State 
Board of Veterinary Medicine (STATE NET, MERCURY [POTTSTOWN]).

— Compiled by RICH EHISEN 

Once around the
statehouse lightly

GOVERNOR ZOMBIE: Politicians are often accused of being brain dead. 
Some would argue that the same can be said of voters. As the Denver Post 
reports, both were in attendance last week as over 10,000 Denver residents 

flocked to a local mall for the city’s annual zombie crawl. Among the teeming throngs 
of bloody, disheveled and downright scary “walking dead” was a somewhat familiar 
face: Gov. John Hickenlooper. The gov said he had stumbled upon last year’s event and 
made a mental note to try it this time around. He broached the idea with his son, who 



15

St
at

e 
N

et
 C

ap
ito

l J
ou

rn
al

®

Hickenlooper said took “one half of one second” to agree. So, sporting some freshly-
applied wounds, the gov, his 10-year-old son and several of his son’s friends spent the 
day joyously thrashing about with their fellow zombies. Aside from allowing folks to 
indulge their macabre side, the event is also a collection drive for a local food bank. 

NO SHINING EXAMPLE IS HE: Tort reform is the benchmark of Missouri 
gubernatorial candidate Dave Spence’s campaign to unseat incumbent Gov. Jay Nixon. 
Frivolous lawsuits, Spence says, are so plentiful in Missouri that the state is “now called 
the Sue-Me-State, not the Show-Me State.” Good one! Spence, however, is more of the 
“do as I say, not as I do” type. As the Kansas City Star reports, Spence has himself filed 
what some are calling a frivolous lawsuit against Nixon, claiming the governor defamed 
him in an ad that identified Spence as “a banker.” Spence is crying foul, saying he was 
only on the bank’s board of directors. Spence clearly believes that such things really 
matter. After all, he is the same guy who began his campaign claiming to have a degree 
in economics from the University of Missouri, conveniently leaving out that his degree 
was actually in “home economics.” To date, Spence trails Nixon by double digits. 

DID HE OR DIDN’T HE: You don’t have to be a baseball fan to know that 
Lou Gehrig, the New York Yankees’ famed “Iron Horse,” died 71 years ago of 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, better known these days as ALS or Gehrig’s Disease. 
Or did he? One Minnesota lawmaker wants to be sure. As the Sporting News reports, 
Rep. Phyllis Kahn, a self-described baseball fanatic, recently asked the Mayo Clinic 
to open up Gehrig’s medical records to allow modern researchers to determine if his 
death really was from ALS or perhaps related to the numerous concussions he was 
known to have suffered during his career. The clinic rebuffed the request, noting that 
they would need permission from a relative or prior consent from Gehrig himself. 
Kahn now says she plans to introduce legislation next session that would allow the 
release of records of patients who have been deceased for more than 50 years. 

AMERICAN AMERICANS DEBATING AMERICA: No politician’s book 
tour is complete without verbally jousting with comedian Stephen Colbert on his 
show, “The Colbert Report.” Outgoing Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels recently took 
his turn sitting in the hot seat, where the two men discussed their respective books, 
the elections and Daniels’ impending job as president of Purdue University. Daniels 
held his own, deftly shrugging off barbs about the rise of the national debt under the 
Bush administration (in which Daniels served as director of the Office of Budget and 
Management) and avoiding Colbert’s attempt to get him to choose a winner in the 
Nov. 6 election. He did, however, look momentarily flustered when Colbert asked 
him whether it would be “awkward standing in the lunch line” after Daniels had 
previously “cut $30 million from Purdue’s budget.” All’s well that ends well: each 
man endorsed the others’ book and Daniels gave Colbert a Purdue hat. 

— By RICH EHISEN
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Upcoming elections 11/1/2012 - 11/21/2012

11/06/2012
Alabama General Election
US House (All)

Alaska General Election
House (All)
Senate Districts A, B, C, D, E, F, G, 
H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O, Q, R, S and T
US House (All)

Arizona General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)
US Senate

Arkansas General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)

California General Election
Assembly (All)
Senate (Odd)
US House (All)
US Senate

California Special Primary
Senate District 4

Colorado General Election
House (All)
Senate Districts 4, 8, 10, 12, 14, 17, 
18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 
31, 32, 33, 35
US House (All)

Connecticut General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)
US Senate

Delaware General Election
House (All)
Senate Districts 2, 3, 4, 6, 10, 11, 
16, 17, 18 and 21
Constitutional Officers: 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 
Commissioner of Insurance
US House (All)
US Senate

District of Columbia General 
Election
Council At-Large Districts and
Wards 2, 4, 7 and 8
US House (All)

District of Columbia Special 
Election
Chairman of the Council

Florida General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)
US Senate

Georgia General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)

Georgia Special Primary
Senate District 30

Hawaii General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)
US Senate

Idaho General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)

Illinois General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)

Indiana General Election
House (All)
Senate Districts 2, 3, 5, 7-10, 12, 
16, 18, 20, 24, 28, 30, 32-37, 40, 42, 
44, and 50
Constitutional Officers: Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Superintendent
of Public Instruction
US House (All)
US Senate

Iowa General Election
House (All)
Senate (Even)
US House (All)

Kansas General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)

Kentucky General Election
House (All)
Senate (Odd)
US House (All)

Kentucky Special Election
Senate District 19

Louisiana Open Primary
US House (All)

Maine General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)
US Senate

Maryland General Election
US House (All)
US Senate

Massachusetts General 
Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)
US Senate

Michigan General Election
House (All)
US House (All)
US Senate

Michigan Special Election
US House (CD 11)

Minnesota General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)
US Senate

Mississippi General Election
US House (All)
US Senate

Mississippi Special Election
House Seats Plus District 52
Senate District 19

Missouri General Election
House (All)
Senate (Odd)
Constitutional Officers: Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of 
State, Treasurer, Attorney General
US House (All)
US Senate

Montana General Election
Senate 2, 3, 6, 7, 9, 10, 16, 18, 19, 
21, 22, 24, 26, 27, 33, 34, 36, 37, 38, 
41, 43, 45, 46, 47, and 50
Constitutional Officers: Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary 
of State, Attorney General, 
Auditor, Superintendent of Public 
Instruction
US House (All)
US Senate

Nebraska General Election
Legislature (Odd)
US House (All)
US Senate
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Upcoming elections 11/1/2012 - 11/21/2012

Nevada General Election
Assembly (All)
Senate Clark County: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 11, Washoe 3,
Central Senatorial and Rural 
Senatorial
US House (All)
US Senate

New Hampshire General 
Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
Constitutional Officers: Governor
US House (All)

New Jersey General Election
US House (All)
US Senate

New Jersey Special Election
Assembly Districts 4, 16, 26
US House (10th Congressional 
District)

New Mexico General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)
US Senate

New York General Election
Assembly (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)
US Senate

North Carolina General 
Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
Constitutional Officers: Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary 
of State, Treasurer, Attorney 
General, Auditor, Commissioner 
of Agriculture, Commissioner of 
Insurance, Commissioner of Labor
US House (All)

North Dakota General 
Election
House (Even)
Senate (Even)
Constitutional Officers: Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Treasurer, 
Auditor, Commissioner of
Insurance and Superintendent of 
Public Instruction
US House (All)
US Senate

Ohio General Election
House (All)
Senate (Even)

US House (All)
US Senate

Oklahoma General Election
House (All)
Senate (Odd)
US House (All)

Oregon General Election
House (All)
Senate Districts 1, 2, 5, 9, 12, 14, 
18, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27, 28, 29 and 30
Constitutional Officers: Secretary 
of State, Treasurer, Attorney 
General, Commissioner of
Labor and Industries
US House (All)

Pennsylvania General 
Election
House (All)
Senate (Odd)
Constitutional Officers: Treasurer, 
Attorney General, Auditor General
US House (All)
US Senate

Rhode Island General 
Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)
US Senate

South Carolina General 
Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)

South Dakota General 
Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)

Tennessee General Election
House (All)
Senate (Even)
US House (All)
US Senate

Texas General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
US House (All)
US Senate

Utah General Election
House (All)
Senate Districts 1, 6, 7, 8, 10, 13, 
14, 16, 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28 
and 29

Constitutional Officers: Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Treasurer, 
Attorney General, Auditor
US House (All)
US Senate

Vermont General Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
Constitutional Officers: Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of 
State, Treasurer, Attorney
General, Auditor of Accounts
US House (All)
US Senate

Virginia General Election
US House (All)
US Senate

Washington General Election
House (All)
Senate 1-5, 9-12, 14, 16-20, 22-25, 
28, 39-40, 49-50
Constitutional Officers: Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of 
State, Treasurer, Attorney General, 
Auditor, Commissioner of
Public Lands, Insurance 
Commissioner, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction
US House (All)
US Senate

West Virginia General 
Election
House (All)
Senate (All)
Constitutional Officers: Governor, 
Secretary of State, Treasurer, 
Attorney General, Auditor,
Commissioner of Agriculture
US House (All)
US Senate

West Virginia Special 
Election
US Senate (Class 1)

Wisconsin General Election
Assembly (All)
Senate (Even)
US House (All)
US Senate

Wisconsin Special Primary
Senate District 33

Wyoming General Election
House (All)
Senate (Even)
US House (All)
US Senate
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